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8 it is recorded in the Revelation, that the beaſt- 

. was to continue forty and two months; ſo the 
two witneſſes were likewiſe to prophecy forty and two 
months: So a ſucceſſion of ſufficient witneſſes hath - 
been continued in many places, and in a peculiar or 
ſpecial manner, it hath been the honour of the once 
famous church of Scotland (ever ſince the reforma- 
tion from Popery) that there hath been a ſufficieney of 
witneſſes againſt the defections both of church and 
ſtate, although theſe are nothing of account in the eyes 
of the bulk of the rabbies of their times, but flouted at 
by many, as if witneſſing for truth were not warrant- 
ed from ſcripture: Iſa. xliii. 10“ Ye are my wit-” 
« neſſes, ſaith the Lord. Ver. 12. Ye are my witneſ- 
&« ſes, ſaith the Lord, that I am God.” Ads x. 39. 
« And ye are witneſſes of all things which he did, 
& poth in the land of the Jews, and in Jeruſalem,” c. 
Rev. xii. 11.“ And they overcame him by the blood * 
ce of the Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony, 
% and they loved not their lives unto the death.” 

And it is ſurther to be obſerved, that it is now ſe- 
venty years ſince the laſt of theſe declarations were 
emitted and publiſhed, and the authors by this time. 
are all dead, and, in general, a greater regard is ge- 
nerally paid to the teſtimony of dead witneſſes than 
to thoſe that are alive; and the reaſon is, becauſe the 


living witneſſes witneſs more particularly againſt the 


error of their day, as is evident from Mat. xxiii. 29, 
30, 31.“ Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, hypo- 
« crites;z becauſe ye build the tombs of the prophets, 


and garniſh the ſepulchres of the righteous, and ſay, 


© If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would 
© not have been partakers with them in the blood of 
* the prophets. Wherefore ye be witneſſes unto your- 


« {elves 
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& the prophets ” 


And further it is to be nating that at the time 


when, the firſt three following declarations were emit- 
ted, that: they had no actual miniſtry among them (ex- 


_ cept a few months in the year 1689) for the ſpace of 
eighteen years; ſo that whatever inaccuracy may be 
found in theſe declarations, I hope the candid. will 
not impute that unto the cauſe they eſpouſed, conſi- 
dering that they were as ſheep without a ſhepherd. 
And it any perſan doubt of the authenticity of theſe. 
declarations, tbey may be ealily ſatisfied, as they are. 
to be found along with the Informatory Vindication,. 
printed 1907, which is not only in the hands of the 
| publiſher, but in the hands of many in the nation and 


nations. 
And further, I ** not but many will Wieden it- 


an@avuablc coming forth at this time, and that theſe 
are old ſtories almoſt extinct now. To which I an- 
wer, they are likewife old truths; and the defection, 
as yet, is none abated, ſo that makes it a neceſſity for 
reviving of them at this time. Likewiſe the accurate- 
reader, by peruſing the following declarations, may 


eaſily perceive which of all the parties in the land are 


neareſt to the teſtimony as the Reverend Mr James 


Renwick leſt it. The publiſhers of theſe declarations 


* were under his miniſtry. And likewiſe many of 


them were cotemporary with him, and ſympathized 


with him in his ſufferings. And further, I doubt 


not but the bulk of the miniſters who come immedi- 
ately to their office, by preſentations from lay patrons, 
who generally court them, as it is recorded in 1 
Sam. it. 36. Put me, I pray thee, into one of the 
« prieſt's offices, that I may eat a piece of. bread,”. 
will pay little regard to the following declarations, 
or any other of the honeſt writings. of the late perſe-- 
cuted: But in place of theſe, have their libraries filled: 


with 1 illotſon s Magazines, Spectator, Novels, &c. 


And 


« ſelves, that ye are the children of them which killed 


, 


| 
| 
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And further, which is more lamentable, the above ho- 
neſt contendings is little regarded by thoſe of wn” 


better things might be expected *. . 
But if theſe declarations give latisfaction, the pu- 


* 


bliſher, in proceſs of time, may publiſh “ESCH OL. 


c«c 
cc 


GRAPES, or, Some of the Antient Boundaries, 
and covenanted March-ſtones, fet up by Kirk and 
State, in the days when they acted for the Lord, 
and he was eminently ſeen to be with them, be- 
twixt the Years 1638 and 1649.” 

The publiſher thinks it unneceſſary to publiſh. all 


the preface to ſaid declarations, as the molt of it re- 


ſpects the manner of the revolution conſtitution, and 


that is ſubſtantially contained in the Act, Declaration, 
and Teſtimony of the Reformed Preſbytery, re-print- 
ed this preſent year: But that which more particular- 
ly reſpects the en he has have inſerted. 


* 17" nen a member of ah Antiburgher Spend 


| ſubſcribed for Mr Renwick's ſermons, and had them a- 


bove a twelvemonth in his cuſtody, durin | 
it is ſaid, he offered to put them away different times. 


which .ime, 


At laſt his ſervant was {ent with them to a ſtationer's 


ſhop, (either by his orders or his wife's) and * in * 
turn a novel entituled, Tur WI FE. a N 
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I" hath been the lot of the ſuffering remnant of the 


church of Scotland, both in the bypaſt and preſent. 
times, to be in ſeveral ways, and in divers manners 
exerciſed; and this, no doubt, for the trial of. their 
faith, as. well as for other holy and wiſe ends, known 
unto the Lord: And this, amongſt other things, hath 
not been the leaſt of the bitter ingredients of their cup, 
to travel often in their. wilderneſs, without. the. help 
and direction, countenance, and aſſiſtance of faithful 


leaders and guides, which hath often put them to a 


Rand bow they might carry (ſo as they might not 
bury truth, nor wrong the teſtimony) through the ſe- 


_ weral dangerous emergencies, and diſpenſations of 


divine providence, which hath often times fallen out 


in theſe junctures and periods, wherein they have 
been without faithful guides. Upon which weighty 


conſiderations, we judge, that ſeeing our intentions 


and reſolutions, as to the caufe of God; and carrying on. 


of a teſtimony, is no ways altered from what they were, 
when we were honoured with faithful ſhepherds, who 
were as the he- goats pathing the way before us; that 


in that caſe, none (we think) will adventure to carp 


at whatever eſcapes, miſmanagements, or defects, 
might have proceeded from us, in the carryipg on of 
the Teſtimony, fince we are an illiterate people, yet 


honeſt in our intentions: And there being nothing of 
. ſuch miſmanagements, or eſcapes, (as we judge) as 


will deſtroy the ſubſtantial, or material part of any of 
the faithful Teſtimonies, which have been former] 

emitted, but a corroborating of the ſame. Therefore, 
albeit that our Teſtimonies lately emitted by us, (as 


we had not the aſſiſtance of the learned therein) they 


may not appear ſo plauſible in their ſtyle, to the 
| | more 


8 


bear the reproaches of the critical age, and to teſtif 
our adherence unto every part and pendicle of Chriſt's 
crown, until our Lord ſhall be pleaſed to raiſe up more 


uch, from our filence in this preſent juncture, as to 


to teſtify againſt any union with the corrupt and pef- 


— 


_- 


Tus PREFACE. vii 
more eriticiſing and nice; yet herein, fince our deſign 
and intention was, not only to adhere to the ſame 
word of Chriſt's patience, as formerly, but alſo, ac- 
cording to our capacity, to tranſmit a teſtimony to the 
up coming generation. Under this conſiderations, 
though it be heavy unto us, yet patiently we deſire to 


proper and fit inſtruments for carrying on of the ſame! 
And before we ſhall in this introductory preface nur- 
rate any thing, either as to the loſs of our faithful 
paſtors, or yet of the enſnaring draughts that theſe 
three miniſters took, who went off from us for to bring 
us into a conjunction with ſuch as our covenants ex- 
cludes, we ſhall here take the occaſion to acquaint 
the generation, that we would not be conſtructed as 


the unhallowed Union, that we are homologaters 
thereof, for we are ſo far from it, that we have been 
honoured of the Lord to have the ſtart of the nation, 


tiferous church of England, deſtructive to, and ſub- 
verſive of that well grounded union made betwixt the 
two nations in our beſt times: which union never al- 
lowed of ſuch a ſinful confederacy as this does, which 
puts us in the category with ſuch as walk directly 
oppoſite to our covenant engagements, as the corrupt 
church of England moſt perfidiouſly hath done, who 
have fo finfully broken the oath of God betwixt the 
two nations; for which we doubt not but God, in 
his due time, will reckon with them for it, and with 
Scotland too, which is ſo deeply involved in the fin of 
covenant-breaking. | 3 8 

But to proceed: After the death of our faithful and 
painful miniſter, and now glorified martyr, Mr James 
Renwick, we having none to ſucceed him in the holy 
office of the minittry in Scotland, fave the eminent 
N | Mr 


* 
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Mr Alexander Shields, preacher of the goſpel; Mr 
Thomas Lining being, at that time, abroad at his 
| ſtudies, ſent there before by the remnant, in Mr James's. 


time, our general meeting and ſocieties, after the 


death of our renowned martyr, were much concerned 
in writing letters abroad, to the claſſes at Embden, 


that the ſaid Mr Thomas might receive liecence and 


ordination : who accordingly, about the end of harveſt, 


or beginning of winter 1688, he returned to Scotland, 
and ordained miniſter, and was by the number of 
twenty-four elders, together with the ſuffrage of the 
whole remnant of Scotland, called, and embraced as 
their actual miniſter ; who, for * avi ſhort time there- 
after, carried on and maintained the teſtimony, as it 
was ſtated, in all the heads and clauſes thereof ; until 
that the Prince of Orange (being come over to Eng- 
land) emitted his declaration, containing the grounds 
of his appearance for the deliverance of the kingdom : 
Upon the back of * Mr Thomas ſoon manifeſted 
his knavery. 

About the 8 of the year 1689, theſe three 
miniſters, Meſſts Shields, Lining, and Boyd, having had 
(unknown to us) their private conferences with the 
indulged miniſters, in and about Glaſgow, in order to 
the adjuſting the differences that were betwixt them, 
wheedled us over into a belief, under plauſible- like 
pretexts, that their zeal to the covenants was the ſame 
as formerly; which could not by us be any otherwiſe 


underſtood, when, at ſome general meetings, it was 


concluded, that the covenants ſhould be renewed ; in 
order to which, ſeveral good overtures were agreed to : 
Yet at which time, by the conferences (as above) with 
theſe indulged miniſters, Meſſrs Lining and Boyd, 
gave clear proofs of their under-hand dealing, in their 
propoſing, that a bond of aſſociation might be drawn 
up, in order to others their joining with us. Io 
which the eminent and pious Mr Shields replied, 

| Thar © our covenants were our bond of aſſociation, 15 
1 luc 


L 
) 
| 
1 


with them. 


every part of the reformation of Scotland, both as to 


noutable than ſinning. So thoſe nick names and a- 


Tux PREFACE. 3 
fuch as would not adhere to theſe, we would not join 


That ſummer 1689, under the conduct of William 
Cleland, lieutenant-colonel to Angus, who according 

to the 23d Act of the Convention of Eſtates, levied a 
regiment of the ſuffering remnant; which compliance 
of theirs therein, was contrary to their former princi- 
ples and profeſſions, in complying with a malignant 
intereſt, as they had been taught by their miniſters 
when faithful, yet notwithſtanding, at this junCtuse, 
theſe three miniſters chided us into a compliance and 
conjunction with the malignant party, before that 
there was any evidences given of their abandoning, 
mourning over, and laying aſide of their former prae- 
tices, as they bad been deſtructive to the cauſe and 
people of God. Which piece of defection was too 
eaſily complied with by theſe of our dem-. who 
were for worldly gain and pre-eminence, and jet ne · 
vertheleſs it was teſlified againſt by ſome. 

And to conclude, with reference to theſe declara- 
tions following, whatever exceptions they may get 
from perſons. of all ranks, parties, or perſuaſions, yet 
we perſuade ourſelves, that when the honeft and 
faithful Acts of church and ſtate in our beſt times are 
judicially approven, that our honeſt debgns and in- 
tentions in the publication of theſe our declarations, 
will be alſo approven. And albeit we ſhould be 
counted as fools, and branded with various aſperſions 
for the following out of our duty, and adhereing to 


church and ſtate: We ſay our ſuffering is more ho- 


ſperſions, we deſire, with a Moſes, to eſteem them 
greater riches than the treaſures of Ægypt. 

As to that pamphlet, entituled Church Communion, 
emitted by Mr Lining, and fathered on Mr Shields, 
we ſay that our thoughts of it is, though that the once 
worthy Mr Shields was turned off his feet by cunning 
and 


| TRE PREFACE. | 
and ſlight of Meſſrs Lining and Boyd, ſo that he could 
not eaſily recover them again; yet that he was a man 
more conſonant to his principles, than ſo openly to 
condemn by his pen that which he had ſo openly a- 


vouched before, as may be clearly ſeen both in the 


Vindication and Hind let Looſe: For we having had 
the occaſion to know the judgment, humour and tem- 


er of theſe three men, as much as any in the nation, 


muſt fay, (that abſtract from Mr Shields's parts) for 
faithfulneſs, zeal, love and conſtancy to the cauſe of 


God, we found him by many degrees preferable to 


the other two, although he was (as ſaid above) ſtoln 


off his feet by his falſe brethren: And as for Mr 
Thomas's pamphlet, as we judge him to be the author, 


ſo as the ſwatch is not pleaſing, being round ſpun 
Lining indeed, we ſhall ſuffer the author to make the 
beſt hand of it he can: And as for what bitterneſs he 


bath kythed againſt the poor remnant by words and 


deeds, in hindering them to get the goſpel faithfully 
preached, (he being the principal man that inſtigate 
his. brethren to write to the colleges abroad, that all 
doors of hope might be ſhut as to the poor remnant's 
| bettering their condition) we ſay, it ill became him 
to have ſtood ſo croſs in the way: of their mercy of 
the preached goſpel, for it was to their purſes he was 
beholden for what advancements he attained unto 
aben abroad. Ea cart 
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DECLARATION I. 


The Declaration of a poor, waſted, miſrepreſented remnant, 


E the ſuffering Anti- Popiſh, Anti- Prelatic, Anti-Eraf- 
Tian, Anti - Sectarian, true Preſbyterian church of Chriſt in 
Scotland, united together in a general correſpondence. 


| Publiſhed at Sanquhair the 10th of Auguſt, 1692. 


TI will no doubt be reputed, by many, a work both 

ſuperfluous and unſeaſonable at this time, to pu- 
bliſh any thing of this nature. Superfluous, in regard 
that our principles and practices are abundantly manifeſt 
to the world ; particularly in our Informatory Vindica- 
tion, the Teſtimony.againſt the Toſeration, and the con- 
tendings and ſufferings of many of our dear brethren in 
their adhering to the ſame. And unſeaſonable, by reaſon 
of our preſent circumftances, being this day as ſheep 
ſcattered upon the mountains, without a ſhepherd to ga- 
ther or lead us; no man taking care for our ſouls ; = 


inſtead thereof, all, or moſt part, waiting for our halting, 
looking for, and lying in wait to catch advantage again 0 


8 


— _ 
4a” 
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cauſe, through the leaſt miſbehaviour of any of thoſe who 


own/it : and would, we doubt not, be glad of any thing 


-whereby they might get the leaſt ſhadow of ground to 
-Feproach-: Now, when we are as ſigns and wonders, and 


have far more to criticize upon our words and actions, 
than to kyth any ſympathy with the ſcope and deſign of 
"what we intend by the ſame. Upon theſe and the like 
conſiderations, it may be a queſtion, whether at this time 
it be our duty to appear in this manner? Seeing much of 
the beauty and luſtre of a teſtimony, yea, TT much of 
its weight depends upon its being both ſeaſonably exhi- 
bited, and by men of underſtanding, that have knowledge 
of the times, and what Iſrael — 4 to do. Theſe, and 


many other things relative to the ſame, as they have in 


ſome meaſure been pondered by us:; ſo have not altoge- 
ther wanted their own weight,/to deter us from any thing 
of that nature in-fach a juncture: But yet, on the other 


hand, when we conſider, that ever ſince the Lord's out- 


firetched arm brouglit redemption to this land from An- 
tichriſtian darkneſs, and in an eminent way made it his 
own; by bringing us under theſe facred and inviolable 


bonds of holy covenants; as enemies to that covenanted 


work of reformation, have not been, neither at this day 
are wanting, for their part, in carrying on their malignant 
deſigns, in oppoſition to, and for deſtruction of he co- 
venant and cauſe of God, and have been not a little 
helped thereto, by the faintings and daſtardly yieldings 


of unfaithful and e Banter and profeffors of 


the ſame; ſo likewiſe the Lord hath glorified his name, 
and hath fo far dignified this church, as to have the ho- 
nour (to the honour of his name be it fpoken) of having 
ſtill a party in her, who, notwithſtanding of the hellich 

cruelty of open and avowed enemies in their perſecution, 
on the one hand, and the baſe and treacherous dealings 
of backſliding miniſters and profeſſors, in their re- 
proaches and miſrepreſentations of that poor party, on 
the other hand: yet over all theſe difficulties, account+ 
ed it their glory to be faithful for him, in their places 
and ſtations; and eſteemed the leaſt hoof of the attained 


unto reformation, preferable to their deareſt intereſts: 


laid hold upon all opportunities that were offered for 
| > giving 


Ne CH. . 
giving a teſtimony of their love to himſelf, and zeal for 
his public glory; although ſeldom or never thought ſea- 
ſonable by the wiſe and learned rabbies of the time. 
Conſidering how they were helped to reſiſt unto blood, 
in ſtriving to keep the word of his patience and : contend 
« for the faith once delivered unto the ſaints.” How 
the Lord ſmiled upon their honeſt defigns, and received 
them with good-will at their hands. Kad likewiſe con- 
ſidering, what God - provoking, ſoul-enfnaring, and land- 
deſolating courſes are now on foot in theſe lands; as if 
all we have done theſe years bypaſt were not ſufficient to 
draw down the Lord's deſerved wrath upon us, without 
puttingon the capſtone on all our other defections, by joining 
once more in affinity with the people of theſe abominati- 
ons, and carrying it on under the name of Proteſtant Intereſt, 
and New Reformation. And then, what ſtrange apprehen- 
ſions the land hath conceived of us, upon the account of 
our non-concurrence with the ſame; looking upon us, 
as men miſled, drinking in and maintaining ftrange and 
pernicious principles, deſpiſers of government, and re- 
jecters of the goſpel. We ſay upon theſe, and other 
weighty conſiderations, we judge ourſelves fome way 
obliged, if we can do no more, at leaſt to kyth our de- 
fire to follow that noble cloud of witneſſes, and to go 
forth by their footſteps in contending for truth, by add- 
ing our mite of a teſtimony to all the truths that are this 
day practically contraveened: and againſt all defections 
either on the right or left-hand, whatſoever plauſible pre- 
tences they may be covered with. Although we judge 
ourſelves, at this time, incapable of publiſhing any thing 
that can either make truth more clear than it is, or yet 
eſcape the ſneaking cenſure of thoſe, whoſe ſtation, if they 
were faithful in it, leads them to be far more forward in 
this work than ve. . 5 ** 
We therefore declare to the world, our hearty deſire 
to embrace and adhere to the written word of God, con- 
tained in the holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teſ- 
tament, as the only and complete rule of faith and man- 
ners: and whatſoever is founded thereupon, or agree- 
able therrunto; ſuch as our Confeſſion of Faith, Larger 
aud Shorter Catechiſms, Directory for Worſhip; our 
: Cove- 


g > 
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Covenants National and Solemn League; the Acknow- 
ledgement of Sins, and Engagement to Duties; the 
Cauſes of God's Wrath; the ordinary and perpetual of- 


ficers of the church by Chriſt's own appointment, as 


Paſtors, Doctors, Elders, and Deacons, and the Form 
of Church Government, commonly called Preſbyterial. 
We declare our adherence to all the faithful contendings 
for truth, whether of old or late, by miniſters or pro- 
feſſors, againſt whatſoever courſes, whether more re- 


fined or more groſs. And particularly againſt the Pu- 


blic Reſoultions, Cromwell's Uſurpation, the-toleration of 
hereſies and ſects in his time. Againſt the ſacrilegious 
uſurpations and tyranny of Charles II. The unfaithfulneſs 


of miniſters and profeſſors in complying with him, by ac- 


cepting his indulgences, ſirſt and laſt. And, in a word, 


to every thing agreeable to the matter of our teſtimony, 
as it is declares! page 25th and 26th, of our Informatory 


Vindication, printed anno 1687. Likewiſe our adherence 


to the teſtimony n the abominable toleration grant - 
ed. by the duke o 


duk. York, given in to the minifters at E- 
dinburgh by that faithful miniſter, and now glorified 
martyr, Mr James Renwick, January 17th, 1688. And 


to whatever faithful contendings have been made, or teſ- 


timonies given againſt the endeavours of any, in their 
ſtriving to engage us in a ſinful confederacy with a malig - 


nant cauſe, contrary to this our teſtimony, ſince the late 


xevolutions.)!.;.: | 2 
Next, we declare our rejecting of whatever is contra- 


dictory or contrary unto the written word of God, or 


not founded thereupon, either expreſly, or by direct, near 
or neceſſary conſequence. More particularly, we teſtify 
our deteſtation and abhorrence of Popery, Quakeriſm, 
Libertioiſm, Antinomianiſm, Socinianiſm, Anabaptiſm, In- 
dependeney, Prelacy and Eraſtianiſm; and all extrava gancies 


and errors on the right or left hand, ſuch as the doting 


erxery other thing, contrary to the teſtimony of this church, 


deluſions of thoſe drawn into a conſortſhip in and about 
the Cotemoor; together with all kinds of idolatry, ſuper- 
flition and pro faneneſs, and whatſoever is found contrary 
to iound doctrine and the power of godlineſs, and a 


* 
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as they are particularly enumerated in pages 27th and 1 


8th of our ſoreſaid Vindication. 
And in like manner, we diſown, as a ſtep of defec - 
tion, declining from, and contradictory unto the cove- 


nanted reformation of the church of Scotland, and in- 


conſiſtent with the teſtimony of our anceſtors; the pub - 
liſhing of that declaration, called, The Declaration of his 


Highneſs William Prince of Orange, &c. and eſpouſing 


it as the ſtate of the church of Scotland's quarrel, while 
he then was, and yet is, ſurrounded in couneil and army 


with many of the old and inveterate enemies of Chriſt's 
cauſe and people, both at home in theſe lands and abroad, 


except France and his aſſociates. His unconcernedneſs 
with the overturning the work of God in theſe lands theſe 

many years, till his own intereſt, and the call of the pre- 
lates in England did prompt him to his undertakings. 
Their being ſet up by the ſuffrages of theſe men of blood 
here in Scotland, notwithſtanding of their being imme- 
diately before crowned and anointed king and queen in 

our neighbouring covenanted land, according to all the 


Popith ceremonies, upon their engaging or their knees, 


before the altar, Gc. To the utmoſt of their power to 
preſerve unto the biſhips and clergy of that realm; and 


that to the churches committed to their charge, ſuch rites . 


and privileges as do or ſhall appertain unto them, or any 
of them. | | 8 e þ 


* 


As alſo, if we conſider his other declaration, of the 


reaſon n him to appear in arms in the kingdom 
of England, Scotland and Ireland, emitted at the ſame 
time; wherein he labours to put ſhame and contempt 
upon moſt of all the contendings of this church, and to 
bury many of the moſt material points of her teſtimony: 
thereby declaring his principles, and what he reſolved 
upon in his after practice; and his thereby-rending and 
overturning that deſirable uniformity in religion attained 
unto with England, which theſe lands caunot break, 


without manifeſt perjury; being ſworn thereto by the 


firſt article of the Solemn League and Covenant. At 
leaſt, it is a walking in their counſels, who rent the 
fame before him; and a corroborating and ratifying «the 
«ſtatutes of Omri, and the works of the houſe of 4 


. that 


bad 


4 


that thereby theſe covenanted lands ſhould - be made a 
deſolation, and the inhabitants thereof an hiſſing. Upon 
theſe, and other very weighty grounds and reaſons, which, 
if the Lord will, we may have occaſion to make known 
afterwards; We declare the refuſal of our concurrence 
with the preſent courſe now on foot; it being no way 


concerted according to the ancient plea of the Scottiſh 


Covenanters, for the covenanted reformation of . | 


in Britain and Ireland, for the doctrine, worſhip, diſeip- 
line and government of the houſe of God, _ Popery, 
Prelacy, Malignancy, SeQarianiſm, Eraftianiſm, and 
whatever is contrary to ſound doctrine and the power of 
godlineſs : But inſtead thereof, a joining and concurring 
with the promoters of all theſe, in their Popiſn, Prelatic, 
Malignant and Sectarian defigns ; whereby error, pro- 
fanity and wickedneſs 1s encouraged and tolerated ; the 
Lord highly diſhonoured ; his avowed and declared ene- 
mies brought into places of greateſt power and truſt, in- 
Read of bringing the wheel of juſtice over them; together 
with the addition of moſt of all thoſe who. have been the 
chief ring-leaders, fomenters and favourers of Indulgences, 
Toleration, and all other defections of this church This 
quarrel, we fay, we refuſe to eſpouſe in lieu of that other: 


Pit, 60 guify our diſpleaſure therewith, refuſes to concur 


in any thing that we know will ftrengthen or encourage 
the ſame, ſuch as taking the oath of allegiance, rendez- 
youſing at their command, paying any ſubſidies impoſed 
for that end, or doing any thing that may tend to the 


weakening the hands or faddening the hearis of our bre- 
thren, in their honeſt, zealous. and faithful contendings 


againſt the ſame. For which let all concerned ſee The 


ſeaſonable and neceſlary warning of the General Aſſem- 
by of this kirk to all the. members thereof, July 27. 1649. 


ſelf. 27. Gen. Aſſembly July ult. 1648. ſeſſ. 21. with the 
Humble Supplication of the Aſſembly to the Committee 
of Eftates, Auguſt 2d. 1648. ſeſſ. 25 AQ General Aſ- 
ſembly, Auguſt 3d, 1648. ſeff. 26. Act 4. Parl. 2. Char. 


And what our land mourned for, Art. 9. ſtep 5. of the 


Cauſes of God's Wrath. With many places of ſcripture, 
acts both of aſſemblies and parliaments, which are ſo clear, 
that if they were made judges, and durſt come above- 


board to examine the preſent courſe, it were no great 


1 
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difficulty to the meaneſt capacity, to ſee as great diſparity 


| between this and what our fathers contended for, as be- 


tween defection and reformation. But, left we ſhould be 


hereby ſuſpected of maintaining the principle of diſowẽn- 


ing all] government: Therefore, as for ſuch magiſtrates, 
as being rightly and lawfully conſtitute over us, ſhall em- 


ploy their power for ſetting the Mediator on his throne, 


and the crown upon his head; and in defence of his crown- 


rights and royal prerogatives, ſhall act as the miniſters - 
of God, in a direct line of ſubordination to him, in de- 
fence of our covenanted reformation, and the ſubject's 
liberties, againſt Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, ſaper- 
ſition, hereſy, profaneneſs, and whatever ſhall be found 


to be contrary to ſound doctrine and the power of godli- 
neſs; and thus become a terror to evil-doers, and encou- 
ragers of them that do well: We declare, whenſoever we 
can obtain and enjoy ſuch rulers, we will own, embrace, 


and defend them, to the utmoſt of our power; and prove 


encouraging, ſubject. and obedient to them, in our places 


and ftations. And here, in purſuance of our former teſtt= _ 


mony, we reſolve to ſtand and wait. . * 
Moreover, we teſtify and declare againſt the unparal - 


lelled unfaithfulneſs of the miniſters of Scotland, as in 


what they have done before theſe revolutions, to the detri- 


ment of the cauſe ; ſo eſpecially fince, in contributing and 
_ concurring, they and all their accomplices, in their ſta- 
tions, and to their power, with the bulk of theſe old, 


bloody, and perjured enemies of Chriſt, his cauſe and peo- 
ple, in ſetting up their Highneſſes the Prince and Prin- 


ceſs of Orange, king and queen over theſe covenanted 
lands, while acting directly contrary to the covenants, 


being without covenant qualifications, vis. Of known in- 


tegrity, approven fidelity, conſtant affection and zeal to 


the cauſe of God, ſuch againſt whom there is no juſt canſe 
of exception nor jealouſy ; which our covenants and the laws 


of the crown require to be in Judges ſuperior or inferior, 


whom we are allowed to ſet over us, and join with: ac- 
cording to Exod. xviii. 21. 2 Sam. Xxiii. 3, 4. Nehem. 


vii. 2, 7. Being not of one perfect religion with ourſelves, 
neither in covenant, nor admitted covenant ways, with - 


out the ſealing and ſwearing of which, our fathers, or 


rather we ourſelves, refuſed to receive Charles II. to the 
3 crown, 


} 


| I 

drove, it being the very foundation whereupon any right 
they have to govern is founded: and without the appro- 
bation: and ſubſcription whereof, the people can never 
have from him ſufficient ſecurity, either for religion or 
their juſt liberties. And if the prelates in England, with 
their aſſociates, were ſo peremptory as not to admit him 
to the exerciſe of the government, until they had him en- 
gaged to maintain and defend tbat abjured hierarchy; 
is it that Preſbyterians ſhould have wait - 
ed, till the Lord had raiſed up inſtruments, rightly quali- 
fed, and from whom ſufficient ſecurity for the covenanted 
reformation of the true religion in theſe lands might be 
had: and not to have made Paste, in building up Zion's 
breaches with the ſtones of that, burnt mountain of BA- 
BY LON! Their unfaithfulneſs to their ſouls, in not re- 
| preſenting to them the hazard they were and would be in, 
if they entered themſelves heirs to the ſins of that throne, 
againit which the Lord hath ſuch a long and eminent 
controverſy, in ſeeking to eſtabliſh his own intereſt upon 
the ruins of the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, which is nothing 
_ elſe but to oppoſe the kingdom of the Son of God, © by 
« whom kings do reign.” If be ſhould cleave unto theſe 
men as his truſty counſellors ; who, as they never had 
the glory of God, nor the good of his people before their 

eyes; fo now, in all their ways and councils, are ſeekin 
nothing but their own intereſt, to the hazard and deſtrue- 
tion of. religion, and the deſolation of the kingdoms, If 
he ſhould ſettle a peace with God's avowed and declared 
enemies, the muderers of his poor and innocent people, by 
owning them as his good and loyal ſubjects, upon con- 
dition of their peaceable ſubmiſſion to his government. 
And if be ſhould employ, help, concur, or join with An- 
tichriſtian forces, either at home or abroad: all which 
he hath done, and this day is doing; which cannot be 
otherwiſe judged but a giving his royal power and ſtrength 
unto the Peak : and an acceſſion to all that blood of the 


Lord's people, wherewith thoſe ſons of Babel have made 
the lands under their reſpective tyrannies to ſwim. Their 
unfaithfulneſs, in not laying plainly and ſeaſonably to his 
conſideration, what the mouth of the Lord of hoſts hath 
ſpoken of all the accounts of people, nations, kings and 
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rulers againſt the kingdom of bis Son, that they ima- 
gine a vain thing; and that he that ſitteth in heaven 
will have them in derifion, and vex them in his ſore diſ- 
o 1 8 be , "ak 
What marks of deſperate malignancy, enmity and 
hatred to the cauſe and people of God, hath appeared 
theſe years bypaſt, in theſe men that now bear ſway in 
his councils and armies. How the anger of the Lord 
hath been kindled, even againſt his deareſt ſaints, when 
they have joined themſelves to ſuch men as he hateth, 
and is curſed ; and how ſeverely he hath threatened and 
puniſhed ſuch * as have aſſociate with idolaters, and 
leaned to their helps. And next, their unfaithfulneſs to 
= the poor guilty laud, in not foreſeeing the evil, and fore- 
65 ſhewing the danger; 2 up magiſtrates without afk- 
ing counſel-at the mouth of the Lord; although a duty 
incumbent on faithful watch-men, to ſet the trumpet to 
their months. in ſuch caſes, and give faithful and diftin& 
warning, left Iſrael caſt off the thing that is good, and 
the enemy purfue him, for ſetting up kings and not by 
God, and princes without his knowledge : Nor yet de- 
claring the fin and danger of aſſociating in war with 
known enemies of truth and godlineſs, ſuch as are em- 
ployed in the preſent expedition: whereby a door is o- 
pened for the introduction, toleration, and encourage- 
ment of Papiſts, malignants, and ſectaries. And the ſtate 
of the quarrel, inſtead of being rightly propoſed, accord- 
ing to the ancient plea, againſt both right and left hand 
oppoſites, it is thereby betrayed, loſt and buried. Add 
to all theſe, their pretended faſts and thankſgivings, for 
fucceſs and proſperity to the enemies of God, his church 
and people; whereby the Lord is mocked, his truths 
buried, the peoples ſouls enſnared, the godly ſtumbled, a 
courſe of reformation rather buried than raiſed, proſecuted 
or defended, and a malignant quarrel embraced; yea, that 
ſame courſe which hath been always curſed of God, and 
upon which he bath ſet evident marks of his diſpleaſure 
the public ſin, for which he is this day contending againſt 
the land; and the Achan which made Iſrael fo often to 
fall before their enemies. i EN ET Ra. 
Now, if this be no falſe charge, as, alas! it is not 


an 


i 


And if. theſe be not 


0 20 3 


only pieces of unfaithfulneſs, but 


manifeſt breachi:s of covenant, and very great ſteps of 
defection from the principles and practices of the once 
famous church of Scotland, as indeed they are; and if 
our hearing and joining with them, will infer a concur- 
rence with their courſe, a participation of their guilt, and 
a rendering of us obnoxious to the judgments to which 
the breach of covenant is liable; fince it is ſuch a com- 
munion, as, in the preſent circumſtances, is interpreted 
Hy all to be a teſſera of incorporation with them, and a 
ſign of approbation of their way, with which all muſt be 
interpreted conſenters, that are not contradictors: and 
Tikewiſe a laying down of our former teſtimony, before 
the courſes teſtified againſt be forſaken, as none will de- 
ny: Then we fee not, how any honeſt man, zealous. 
Chriſtian, or faithful miniſter, can condemn us, for de- 
flaring our cheerful refolution, in the Lord's ſtrength, 
to ſtand off, and not to concur with them in this their 


new and ſtrange way, 


by hearing them, paying their ſti- 


pends, obſerving their faſts or thankſgiving days, com- 
pearing before their kirk»ſeſfions, preſbyteries, ſynods, 
general aſſemblies, or the like; but, on the contrary, to. 
Proteſt and teſtify againſt the conftitution of theſe eccle- - 
fiaſtic meetings; in regard they are made up of ſuch a. 
upt mixture of members: ſome of them having em- 
braced indulgences ; ſome having given bonds to the 
council, not to preach for an indefinite, or longer, or 
ſhorter time ; ſome having ordinarily heard, and commu- 
micate with curates ; ſome having come under ſinful bonds 
of peace, and oaths of allegiance, and the like, to the 
8 adverſaries, repugnant to the oath of our 
covenants: againſt the Wen of which covenants we 


teſtify, and a 


been, or are offered to the ſame by the miniſters | 
land, in not preaching the perpetual obligation of them, 
nor renewing them; neither difcovering particularly the 

| breaches thereof: yea, many not once mentioning them 


in the engagements which they rec 


inft all the injuries or affronts that have 


in Scot- 


ruire of parents, when 


they pelt their children to baptiſm, or in their licenſing 
of perſons to the holy function of the 


and ordain 


in 
Oh! how aſtonifhing! the like not to 


be heard 
among 
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among the heathen, that theſe ſolemn vows and covenants 
ſhould not only be ſcorned, derided, and openly burnt, 
and made a capital crime to own them, by open and 
avowed adverſaries, but alſo caſt by and buried by the 
miniſters of the church of Scotland, called Preſbyterians. 
A covenant, without the ſwearing of which none was 
capable of the meaneſt employment either in church or 
ſtate : a covenant, to which Chriſt's witneſſes did al- 
ways adhere, and for which they did ſuffer and contend: 
that covenant which' the repreſentatives of church and 
ſtate in the three kingdoms, did ſolemnly ſwear and 


ſubſcribe for themſelves and poſterity; of which the 


obligation, either as to the, duty or puniſhment, conti- 
nues indiſpenſible upon the generation; which, for the 


moral equity of its matter, the formality of its manner, 


the importance of its purpoſe, the holineſs of its ſolemn 
engagement, and the glory of its ends, no power on 
earth can diſannul, diſable, or diſpenſe. That covenant, 
which was juſtly thought a fit and excellent mean, not 
only to ſtrength and fortify the kingdoms againſt the 
common enemy of the true reformed religion, public 
peace and proſperity ; but alſo, to acquire the favour of 
Almighty God towards the three kingdoms of Scotland, 
England, and Ireland, as is expreft in the ordinance 
of the lords and commons, dated February 2oth, 1653. 
Surely then the authors and chief inſtruments of the 
breaches of that covenant, are to be looked upon as thoſe 
that ſtrengthen the hands of the common enemy, and 
provoke & wrath of Almighty God againſt theſe king» 


doms. And if by the declaration of both kingdoms, ' 
joined in arms, anno 1643, ſuch as would not take the 


covenant, are declared to be public enemies to their reli- 
gion and country, and to be cenſured and puniſhed as 
public adverſaries and malignants. Who ſeeth not now 
a ſtrange falling away from theſe firſt principles and pro- 
feſſions, among theſe who either magnify and cry up, or, 
at the leaſt, connive at or comply with ſuch as have not 
taken the covenant; yea, are known enemies to it. 


Yet notwithſtanding, theſe ſame enemies have been 
complied with and connived at, by many miniſters, in their 
taking oaths impoſed by them, repugnant, we ſay, to BY 
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bath of our covenants. And others of them W 
on im ſundry other ſteps of defection; and to no ſmall 
tradition of Chriſt-e moſt faithful ſufferers and witneſ- 

ies; moſt part 2 addreſſed for, and aecepted of the 


fate Antichriſtian Toleration : and to this day are tread · 
ing tlie ſame paths that lead to defection, and to a deteſ- 
Uble indifferency and neutrality in the Lord's matters: 


without any ſhadow of their cordial abandoning ſuch wo- 
Fal courſes: but on the contrary, “a wiping of the mouth, 


„ and faying, We have done no evil.” A faſting, pray- 
ing, and giving thanks for ſucceſs and proſperity to thoſe 
< who have devoured Jacob, and laid his habitation de- 
6 folate ;” under whoſe ſhadow they enjoy this unhal- 
Jowed eaſe, as if they were delivered to retain and main- 


tain all theſe abominations. Can ſuch a work be of God? 
Can tender, zealous ſouls concur with it in faith? Or, 


can it ſtand,” which hath its foundation. laid upon the 
Tuins of truth? Such a ſuperſtructure, as © building up 
% Zion with blood, and Jeruſalem with iniquity ;?* ſuch 
meaſures, being bounded by the decrees of God's enemies; 


and fuch workers, who, by the word of God, and decrees 
of our church, would be ſuſpended, if not depoſed from 


their office, and brought in as delinquents to undergo 


<cenfure, and not as conſtituent members of a judicatory ; 
in regard they have yielded up the liberties of the church 


into the hands and will of their enemies; and in regard 
they carry on a courſe of defection, contrary to the ſerip- 
tures, our covenants, and the acts and conſtitutions of 
this.church. CE ; _ 

* We fay again, upon theſe grounds, We, in our places 
and ftations, teſtify againſt all that they may conclude or 
determine in theſe their ecclefiaftic courts, by acts, rat:- 
fications, declarations, ſentences, cenſures, or commiſſions, 
Ge. that ſhall be made or given out by them: and pro- 
teſts that the ſame may be void and null, and not ii te:- 


preted as binding to the church of Scotland. But let 


none think, that what we have here ſaid can be inter- 
preted to be a vilipending or rejecting of the free, lawful, 
and rightly conſtitute courts of Chrift : for we do ac- 


knowledge ſuch to have been among the firſt and moſt 


EffeCtual means appointed of God, for preſerving the pu- 


the like. But as | 3 
cauſe we own; ſo, till they bring their own e e 
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R rity, and advanci the power of reformation in the 
church; the ſweet fruits and bleſſed effects whereof this 


church hath ſometime xjoxed ; which we have endeavours 


& after, and are this day longing for. 


We deteſt and abhor that principle of caſting 2" 4 


miniſtry, wherewith we are maliciouſly calumniated, b 
thoſe who labour to faſten upon us the odious aptly. 
ſchiſmaties and Ser deſpiſers of the goſpel, and 

erein they bewray their enmity to the, 


and practices, and ours both, and try them by the law 
and the teſtimony, the meaſuring-line of the fanQuary,, 


the word of God, and the practice of this church, when, 
the Lord kept houſe with her, and rejoiced over her as, 


à bridegroom over the bride ; oP can never prove us, 
ſchiſmatics or ſeparatiſts from 'the kirk of Scotland upon. 


the account of our non- union with the backſliding mul-, 


ticude therein, And herein we may have a ſure and well 


grounded hope, that when the Lord ſhall decide the con- 


troverſy in favours of truth, in that day, union in truth, 
and duty, and ſeparation ſinfully conſidered, will be o- 
therways applied than now they are. Beſides, we may. 


fay, without boaſting, we ſuppoſe it may be gathered 


from what we have done for the faithfully preached goſ- 
pel, and what love and reſpe& we have kythed towards, 
faithful miniſters, whilſt ſuch ; what our carriage to them 
would yet be if we had them; yea, we are fo far from 
having any ſtated prejudice — 6 | 

any of them, for whatever their ſtrayings have been, either 
as miniſters or Chriſtians, that we declare, by theſe pre- 
ſents, whenever the Lord ſhall ſend us ſuch, as out o 


4 


love to God, zeal for his public conceraments, and con- 


ſcience of their duty, will kyth their reſentment of their 


former backllidings and defections, by condemning and. 


forſaking the ſame, and ſatisfy the offended conſciences 


of the Lord's people, by their public declaring the mind 

of God faithfully and freely, and the peoples duty in 

order to the palt and preſent courſes of the time; keeping 

nothing back that may be profitable for our building up. 

in holineſs, our managing a teſtimony for Chriſt, againſt 
all the fore-mentioned or the like ſteps of defection; aA 
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chat the ſame may be faithfully tranſmitted to the ſue- 


eeeding generations, that they may know what the Lord 
hath done for our land, and may not be like their fathers, 
«6 a race not right in heart with God, unſtedfaſt and 
6 perfidious in his covenant.” Upon theſe conditions, 
and upon remoral of juſt exceptions, we promiſe our 
hearty concurrence with them, in hearing them; and 
to do every other thing that precept, or former practice 
to miniſters in the like caſe, can oblige perſons in our 
circumſtances to do to, or for their faithful leaders, to 


whom they may ſafely, without ſcruple, commit the charge 


of their ſouls : withal proteſting, that this our declara- 
tion. may be a ſtanding anſwer to all the lies, reproaches, 
miſinformations, or miſrepreſentations, or whatſoever, 
that ſhall be brought in againſt us in time coming, by 
whatſoever party or perſons, upon the account of our non- 
confederating with them, ſeeing what we here require, is 
both religious and reaſonable ; and ſeeing what we own 
is of no new extraction, but was eſteemed truth before we 


had a tongue to ſpeak for it; and we hope, ſhall be ſo, 
when its enemies and betrayers ſhall want a mouth to ſpeak 


And now, having thus declared our teſtimony in as 
compendious and innocent a way, as the natnre and cir- 
cumſtances of it will allow. As we are not altogether 


p POR what acceptation it ſhall find from perſons of 
a 


tempers to whoſe hands it may come; fo eſpecially 


from thoſe miniſters, Mr Alexander Shields, Mr Tho- 


mas Lining, Mr William Boyd, and others their ac- 
complices, who hare lately gone from us and left us, af- 
ter the Lord, in his mercy to us, had fruſtrate their de- 
fign of precipitating us into a confederacy with all thoſe 
to whom the nations are ſaying, 4 A confederacy,” by 


regimenting and uniting with the deſtroyers and betrayers 


of the cauſe, and that both in church and ſtate; and 
caſting in our lots, and interu eaving our intereſts with 
theirs ; as they had done with many of our brethren be- 
fore, and-alſo with many of ourſelves, which this day 
we defire to mourn for; and longs for that day where- 
in we may confeſs the ſame before a competent and 
faithful judicatory : but, as we dare ſay, that what we 
*; = | have 


— 


7 . 
bave here done was not intended to pleaſe ourſelves, ſo 
neither to give 5972 ground of irritation or ſtumbling to 
any of the Lord's people. And as for the wicked, Who 
know not at what hey ſtumble, we may warrantably 
ſay, It was not deſigned to pleaſe them, be the event 
what it will. Only Firs, To let the indifferent and luke- 


warm party, on the one hand, know, that the Lord is 


keeping up a handful to witneſs for him, . againſt their 
paſt and , preſent rotten courſes of defection; notwith- 


| ſtanding their cutting off the hair, and putting out the 
eyes of theſe three miniſters before - mentioned, and car- 
rying them, in their printed acts and letters, through the 


nations, as trophies of their victory over them; as men, 
whoſe former lives and doctrine had been contrary to 
the former rules and principles of the church, nouriſh- 
ing and encouraging ſchiſm, diviſion and defection; and 
their former teſtimonies made up, in many things, of 
ſeveral peremptory groſs miſtakes, uncharitable and in- 
jurious reflections, tending rather to kindle contentions, 
than remove diviſions. All which are plainly inſinuated 


in their act, called, The proceedings of the aſſembly anent 


Mr Linning and others. Thereby labouring, through 
them, to reach a blow to the cauſe of God,. and to all 
the faithful witneſſes and witneſſings of the poor rem- 
nant with whom they were once embarked. And the 


malignant party may alſo know, that we look upon them 


as the murderers of our dcar brethren, whoſe blood, as 
it is precious in God's ſight, ſo no human power can in- 
demnify ; for though it be God's glory to pardon, yet 
man's duty and glory is to adminiſter juſtice impartially. 


We are not changed from our former principles and 


intentions, but our cauſe is the ſame, whatever thoſe 


who have fallen off from us may plead for. And finally, 


we defire all perſons, of whatſoever new party they be, 


miniſter or other, that would appear more refined than 
the reſt, and pretending to act ſeparately from our ene- 
mies and antagoniſts, whilſt yet really incorporate with 


them, and carrying on. their deſigns more effeQuailly, 


though more ſmoothly ; and inſtrumental to break and 


divide us more than any, as if purpoſcly ſent forth by the 
ret for that effect; not to miſtake us, as if what w-e 


he have 


= 
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| have faid in order to M reſt, were not applicable to. 


them. But, on the contrary, that we look upon their 
courſe as accompanied with many aggravations that o- 
thers are not capable of; and ſo, as more lothſome to 
God, ought to be the more deteſtable to us. And as 
for neutraliſts, who account it wiſdom to condemn all, 
and pretend to ſide with none, we refer them to the laſt 
article of the Solemn League and Covenant (without 
forgetting the reſt) namely, “ That we ſhall aſſiſt and de- 
« fend all that enter into this League and Covenant, in 
& the maintaining and- purſuing thereof; and ſhall not 
“ ſuffer ourſelves directly nor indirectly, by whatſoever 
« combination, perſuaſion, or terror, to be divided or 
c withdrawn from this bleſſed union and conjunction; 
« whether to make defection to the contrary part, or to 
“ give ourſelves to a deteſtable eee wud neutrality 


ein this cauſe.” According to which article mens? reali- 


ty and integrity in the covenant will be manifeſt and de- 
monſtrable, as well by their omiſſions, as by their com- 
miſſions ; as well by their not doing good, as by their do- 
ing of evil. He that is not with us, is againſt us; and he 


.« that gathereth not with us, ſcattereth:“ and however 
our complaints be this day, toſſed with tempeſts, and not 
comforted ; yet, we hope, he hath thoughts of peace and 


purpoſe of mercy towards us. We do ndt mourn as thoſe 


without hope; © but we will bear the 8 of the 


& Lord, becauſe we have ſinned againſt him, until he 
4 plead our cauſe, and execute judgment for us.“ He 
hath lifted up our enemies, that their fall may be the 
greater; and that he may caſt them down into deſo- 


Jation for ever. He will make his cauſe to triumph at 


laſt over all oppoſition ; and the enemies foot to ſlide 
in due time: and ſo put a new fong of praiſe in the 
mouths of all the faithful friends and followers of the 
Lamb. | . | | 


Therefore we appoint and order, that incontinently, 
ye our emiſſarics, paſs, upon the tenth day of Auguſt, 
1692 years, unto the market croſs of Sanquhair, and 
there by open proclamation, make intimation of this our 
Declaration, leaving copies of the ſame, affixed upon the 


foreſaid 


( 27 ) 
wrelaid market-croſs, and other patent places of the king g- 


dom negeſſary. Given — upon the tenth Uay 
4 . 1692 1 | r. 


Let King Jesus reign, and let all his enemies 
40 Kinde 


DECLARATION: I 


The Proteſtation, and Apologetic Declaration, and Admo- 
nitory Vindication of a poor, waſted, miſrepreſented rem- 
. nant, of the ſuffering Anti- Popiſh, Anti- Prelatic, Anti- 
Eraftian, Anti- Sedtarian, true Preſbyterian church of 
. Chrift in Scotland, united Bogner” in a general corre- 
ſpondence, &. 


Publiſhed at Sanquhait the 6th of November, FEAR 


Tuxer kingdoms have been in pain to bring forth 
| an uniformity but, alas! „ they have brought 
% forth wind: We have been in expectation of unity 
in judgment and practice; but, ah ! how monſtrous a de- 
N and diſſenſion in both theſe that profeſs them - 
ſelves healers of our breaches, they make them under, 
while they build a wall and ſtrive to uphold it, “ and 
% daub it with untempered mortar.*? Unity is beauti- 
ful, and accurſed may he be that doth not both love it 
and ſtudy it; but unity muſt be conſeerated to verity, and 
both to God. Truth muſt be the uniting principle, elſe 
we cannot be truly ene: but intereſt and prejudices are 
elouds to ecelipſe that light of divine truth that otherwiſe 
would ſhine in the world; theſe put out the eye of the 
mind, and darkens the light of trutb. Where is now the 
product of all that expence of witneſſing, wreſtling, blood 
and ſuffering of our worthy anceſtors and dear brethren, 
in depoſitating, and tranſmitting to us ſuch an excellent 
i when brought to the very brinks of Jordan? 


8 Have 


| | | To op | 
Have we not ſinfully and ſhameſully buried all? Have 
we not choſen ourſelves captains to return us back unto 


Egypt again? and are we not in the high-way to it, 


and at one blow ęut the very neck of our noble conſtitu- 
tion, covenanted rights, and charters of our pure mother 
church, for an Eratian and clipped plat-form of Mock- 
Preſbytery, fhapen out by and accepted at the firſt inſtant 
from the hands of the civil powers, and theſe, for the 
moſt, her old inveterate enemies, underminers and op- 
poſers, dealing with her as with an illegitimate baſtard, 
who cannot diſpofe of or tranſmit their inheritance to pof- 
terity, but muſt fall in the king's hands, or as broken 
heirs who enter to their grandfathers, to evite the debt 
of her many vows, engagements, proteſtations, teſtimo- 


nies, declarations, Cc. that we and the whole land are 


mevitably engaged into, eſpecially theſe between the year 
1638 and 1649, with the faithful contendings of the 
proteſting party in the year 1651, till anno 1660, re- 
ducing her to an ellate of minority, and delivering her 
up to the pedagogue tutory and diſpoſal of her enemies, 
betrayers. and opppſers. What corrupting and evert- 
ing the very conſtitution of the ſupreme courts of Chrift 
in their members,convocating, fitting,voicing and proceed» 
ings all accommodate and managed: according to the king 
and court's letters, acts, appointments and recommendation. 
What —_— and vilipending our ſolemn and ſacred 
covenants, ac 
duties: and in lieu of them, introducing illimitted oaths 
of allegiance and aſſurance, not only excluſive but contra- 
dictory of the former, and making them the grand quali- 
fications of all members in their chureh, ſtate, and- army! 
What abominable conjunction and con federacies with 
the Lord's inveterate enemies, the very old props, pillars 
and limbs of Antichriſt? And hew encouraged with ſinful 
and barbarous levies, ceſs, hearth, pole-money, and other 
ſupplies? What a vaſt toleration of all errors, hereſies 
and blaſphemies, promoted, pleaded for, connived at and 
protected? What encouraging of bloody and perjured 
prelates with their underlings ? yea, and truſting with the 
cure and care of ſouls; ſome of them created Preſbyters; ſome 
indulged, while pretended Preſbyters are made, or 3 
. | have 


nowledgement of fins, and engagement to 


>] 


„ | 


have made themſelves, court-curates, paraſites, hirelings, 
and changlings. What God-provoking, ſoul-ruining, 
land- cheating faſts and days of thankſpiving, for the 
ſucceſs; deſigns, and intereſts of the Lord's old and ſtated 

enemies? what dreadful polluting and profaning of the 
Lord's ſupper ? what horrid pa and advancing of 

bloody murders and murderers of the Lord's people and 
others? whereby the Lord is provoked, and the land 
defiled with blood. Alas! what horrid iniquities are not 
now perpetrated, encouraged, enacted and complied with? 
But our deſign here, is neither to inſiſt nor expatiate on 
the unparallelled God-provoking, ſoul-deſtroying, land- 
linking apoſtacies and defections of the pretended repre» 
ſentatives, either of church or ſtate, having in our Decla- 
ration at Sanquhair anno 1692, Auguſt 10. by virtue, 
not only of our general call as Chriſtians, but by reaſon 
of that ſacred and ſolemn tie of the public National Co- 
venant, and of the Solemn League and Covenant, and 


deſirous to be found faithful in this day of temptation, | 


and to exoner our conſciences as in his fight, and to avoid 
acceſſion to the guiltineſs in which moſt have involved 
themſelves, fairly rid marches, in ſetting up our ancient 
boundaries, and covenanted land-marks betwixt us, and 
both of them holden out by many weighty reaſons, why 
we could own neither of them; but in our places and 
ſtations, behoved to diſown and teſtify againſt them, and 
all the acts, determinations, and conjunctions flowing from 
them, with all their courts and judicatories, while fo 
conſtitute and circumftantiate (which declaration we here 
homologate) though hitherto flouted at with diſdain, and 
exploded with indignation, and the owners and adherers 
thereunto reproached, perſecuted, and hated ; not only 


by open enemies, but by the bulk of the, fo called, Preſ- 


byterian miniſters and profeſſors, while they themſelves 
neither will, nor dare fo much as mutter, or. offer one mite 
of a teſtimony for the preſent precious word of the Lord's 
patience, and the covenanted reformation of Scotland in 
doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government, and the 
National Covenant of Scotland, and the Solemn League 
and Covenant of Scotland, England and Ireland, and the 
work of uniformity in religion, and againſt all or any of 
— 2 5 e CE 
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18 
the injuries, inſolent indignities, violations and breaches 
done unto, and made upon the ſame : but out of zeal to 
their mercenary. baſtard loyalty, and to their own ſhort 


and curſed quiet, have manifeſtly and deliberately broken 


and buried their ſolemn oaths and allegiances to Chriſt, 
fold his crown, ſword, and ſceptre, and royal prerogatives 
with the liberties of this church, and have confederate, 
bonded, aſſociate and embodied themſelves with the Lord's 
ſtated enemies and oppoſers, their ſins, intereſt and courſes ; 
yea, have metamorphoſed themſelves not unto a ſhape, 
but unto a condition below an aſs, whereby the work of re- 
formation, piety and godlineſs, have gotten a ſore blow, the 
wicked and ungodly their hopes heightened, and made to 
fay their day is coming. So we have ſeen it, and the 
godly diſcouraged, their hands weakened, their hearts 
Jaddened, and made almoſt to ſay, Our hope is cut off, 


* our glory is departed :?* Ruin and deſolation apparent- 


ly ineluctably drawn on the land, if not prevented, by 
giving and taking timeous- warning: And yet after all 
theſe things are done, gadding about ſo much to change 
their way to ſeek love, teaching the wicked ones their 
ways, they wipe their mouth, and ſay, We are innocent, 


and that, notwithſtanding of all that is come upon us, we 


have not forgotten the Lord, nor dealt falſely in his co- 
renant, and we cannot bear theſe who diſcover our ini - 


quity and make known our fins unto us. And if there 


be any who deſign to keep their integrity, and adhere to 


their former covenanted principles, bear teſtimony againſt 
the land's apollacies, backſlidings, and defeQions. "Theſe 
are the burdens of many, and are for ſigns and wonders ; 
who are ſpoken and acted againſt as Schiſmatics, taitors, 


_ Gibtls, Coot-mooronians, and what not. Nevertheleſs, 


thovgh we be men compaſſed about with many infirmities, 
and for our ſakes alſo wrath is upon the land, yet conſider- 
ing that ſome by reaſon of the acts of your pretended 
parliaments, or upon what other pretences or pretexts, 
we know not, have, to the grief of our hearts, moſt ſin- 
fully and ſhamefully paid, and defigns to pay the-pole- 
money, in our name, unjuſtly and impioufly . impoſed, 
exacted, and complied with by all ranks in the land, 
whereby many of our names are inſerted in the public 
©: F collectors 
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collectors books, as tacit payers, compliers and conn. 


vers with ſuch juggling, cheating, and God provoking 
abominations, manifeſtly importing and owning of their 
impoſers, as our law-givers, who have broken, burnt and 


buried the covenant, overturned the reformation, and de- 


ſtroyed the people of the Lord. A facrilegious robbing of 
God, in gur means and eſtates, and giving it to his ene- 
mies, which we gave away to him in our ſacred covenants, 
cantrary to the zeal we owe to our covenanted Huſband 
and the honour of his houſe, by not only ſecuring and 
ſtrengthening his enemies and oppoſers in their poſſeſ- 
ſions, courſes and deſigns ; but inviting them, and pro- 
ſtituting our means, eſtates, and confciences to them. 
Not only playing the harlot with them, but hiring them 
when they have done, ſtrengthening, ſupporting, and 


furniſhing of them: A. palpable changing the good old 


quarrel of this covenanted kingdom, for purſuing the 


© ends of our covenant, to the eſpouſing, confederating and 


and Joining with a contrary party, (to wit) A Popiſh, 


Prelatic, 


uſe the like words of the General Aſſembly July ult. 1646. 
Seſſ. 21. It is a joining hands with a white devil, to 


« beat a black devil!“ a courſe that hath been always 


curſed to us of God, and hath often coſt this land very 


dear, in itſelf moſt ſinful and unlawful. And befides, a a 


violation of our ſolemn oaths and engagements, a back- 
ſliding from our former covenanted principles and profeſ- 


fions, and a walking cantrary to the whole renor of the 
former reſolutions and practices of this church, when glori - 


ous toall beholders, .and terrible to her enemies, and when 
the Lord delighted in us, and our land was married to 


him, and ſalvation was written upon our walls, and praiſe 


in our gates. 

But now it is not our deſign to enlarge in og argu- 
mens in debating with oppoſites, neither our inclination 
to have appeared in this juncture, if the methods of the 


reſent Chriſt -dethroning reformation, overturning and 

and-ruining powers had put a neceſſity upon us; and 
leaſt our filence at this time might be ſtumbling both to 
| friends, 


alignant, and Sectarian party, with their cauſe, 
intereſts and deſigns, and venturing our ſtock in one veſſel 
with them; and caſting in our lot with them. And to 
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friends, Who might look upon it as a fainting and fig: 
combing (at 22 in our contendings for the cauſe of 
Chriſt) as being quite overcome, and to enemies and 
and oppoſers, prove hardening and encouraging to their 
wicked and ſinful deſigns, when they Tee their contri- 
vances fo univerſally complied with. Wherefore as we 
do profeſs the . ſorrow of our hearts, ſo we do declare 
before God; angels and men, that we abhor, renounce, 
and deteſt, proteſt and teftify againſt all ſuch principles 
and practices, and that we deſign not to concur in, nor 
any way aflift ſuch, leſt we partake in other mens ſins, 
and ſo receive of their plagues : But by the grace and 
aſſiſtance of Chriſt, ſtedfaſtly reſolve to ſuffer the outmoſt, 

rather than to put forth our hands to iniquities. And 
withal, here we do declare onr firm reſolution, to adhere 
to our covenants and engagements, whereby we are boundto 
have common friends and foes with our covenanted refor- 
mation, and to look _ what i is done to one, done to all 
n * | 


Thus having Jeclaredl t our Jellies; lawful, and ne- 
ceſſary purpoſes concerning this matter in order to the 
publiſhing of the fame, We appoint and ordain, that in- 
continently, ye our emiſſaries, paſs, upon the fixth day 
of November, 1695 years, unto tlie market - crofs of 
Sanquhair, and there, by open proclamation, make inti- 
mation of this our Declaration, leaving copies of the ſame 
affixed upon the foreſaid market=croſs, and other patent 
places of the kingdom neceſſary. Given at- 
upon the r of November, 1695. 


1 Nat King Jzs sus reign and 158 al hi enemies 
be ſcattered, | 
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DEASLARATLION MEE. 


1 OY | | 
The Proteſtation, Apologetic Declaration, and Admonitory 


Vindication, of a poor, waſted, miſrepreſented remnant ' 


of the ſuffering Anti- Popiſh, Anti Prelatic, Anti-Eraſ> 
tian, ' Anti-Sectarian, true Preſbyterian church in 
Scotland, united together in a general correſpondence, 


Publiſhed at Sanquhair the 21ſt of May, 1703. 


T certainly is and ought to be matter of great lamen- 
tation, that theſe once ſo famous covenanted nations, 
have ſo far degenerated into the plant of a ſtrange vine 
of a long time; and are yet ſtill going on forward in the 
ſame courſes, from evil to worſe, notwithſtanding of the 
Lord's trying to reclaim, ſometimes by ſtrokes, ſome» 
times by deliverances; which have been ſo far from having 
effect, that we have ſtill grown worſe : So that the poor 
_ remnant have that ſad ſong to ſing (even in a covenanted 
nation) which David had, when by perſecution baniſhed 
from the church, „Wo is me that I dwell in Meſech, or 
“ ſojourn in Kedar's tents.” This, with many fad ſnares 
and temptations we are like to be tryſted with, and that 
we may (in this declining time) declare where we, and all 
the nation, ought to foot a ſtand : God's glory the ad- 
vancing and flouriſhing of his Son's kingdom, being our 
chiefeſt end and deſign ; and to which we defire (through 


grace) to level all our actions, according to the holy and 


ſweet ſcriptures of truth, in the Old and New Teſtaments, 


Confeſſion of Faith, Cat echiſms Larger and Shorter, 


Covenants National and Selemn League, Directory for 
Worſhip, Acknowledgement of Sins, Engagement to 
Duties. Finding by theſe a neceflity laid upon us, 18 
the ground and reaſon of our appearing in public at this 
time, leaſt we ſhould be found unfaithful in our genera- 
tion, though weak and mean. Although we have in our 
former * ne and declarations difvwned the ty- 
rannical and unlawful powers of the late tyrants. 


And 
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And in like manner having in our two laſt declarations 
emitted at Sanquhair Auguſt oth, 1692, and November 
Gth, 1695, declared the late unlawful magiſtrates and 
their proceedings, which we have homologate. "The three 
nations, and this in particular, were once famous for an 
union with God, and together in the defence of the holy 
Scriptures of truth, Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, 
and that by double ties, National and Solemn League, 
which was the once famous teſt of both prince and people; 
and this we-have had handed down from our faithful 
anceſtors, by a noble cloud of faithful witneſſes, who 
thought it their hionour and advantage, and found fo 
much ſweetneſs and ſatis faction in their Maſter's fervice, 
that they would not take the opportunity of their falſely 
_ pretended years of liberty, but would nail their ears to 
their Maſter's door-poſts to be his ſervant for ever, by 
their ſo oft renewing of the ſame : Therefore we finding 
the hike, eſteem ourſelves obliged alfo ſo to do; and to 
declare to the world, that we cannot own Princeſs A— 
as our lawful choſen covenanted princeſs, ſuch as we 
ought to have, nor can have no princeſs, but à covenant- 
ed one. And ſuch as will not accept of the qualifications 
of a covenanted ſubject to God, ſhall never (through 
grace) be choſen, owned or ſubjected to as a prince by 
us; in regard, that ſne has ſworn to maintain Prelacy in 
dur kiebbouring covenanted nation, and alſo given en- 
couragement to the ſame in Scotland, by her letters to the 
council, her inditing and diſſolving aſſemblies at her pleaſure, 
as her predeceſſor William did, which is to be ſeen in her Pro- 
elamation, February 18. 1703, and alſo her involving the land 
further in perjury, by her impoſing illimitted oaths of 
allegiance and aſſurance, and ſetting in places of power 
and truſt, ſuch vile men as moſt conduce for the carrying 
on of her wicked deſigns. All which we do hereby declare 
and proteft againſt, as contrary to the word of God, and 
our covenanted work of reformation. *' een 
Likewiſe we proteſt and declare againſt the unfaithful- 
neſs. of the repreſentatives of this nation, for the receiving 
and ſetting up the foreſaid Princeſs A—— as queen over 
this covenanted land, by their act recognizing her ma- 
Pars juſt title and authority, June 12th, 1702. Ah! 
ow fad is it when theſe who ought to be the grand 
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truſtees of the kingdom, to whom it belongs, in ſuch a 


caſe, to fecure the civil and ſpiritual intereſt thereof are o 


preliwited, that many of the members of parliament are 
made up of penſioners, and corrupt men; ſuch as the word 
of Gad, and laudable laws of this nation doth excludes 
Exod. xvIil. 2I. 2 Dam, xxiii. 3. Rom. xn. 3. Parliament 
2, ſeſſ. 2. Charles II. Act 26 for keeping judicatories 
and places of truſt, free of corruption, Feb. 17th, 1649s 

« The Eſtates of Parliament taking into conſideratioug 
& that the Lord our God requires, that fuch as bear 


charge amongſt his people, ſhould be able men, fear- 


« ing God, hating covetouſneſs and dealing truly, and 
« that many of the evils of ſin, and puniſhment under 


„ which the land groans hath come to paſs ;- becauſe 


« hitherto there hath not been ſufficiently provided and 


« cared for: And being ſenfible of the great obligation 


« that lies upon them by the National Covenant, and 
ce the Solemn League and Covenant, and by the many! 
« deliverances and mercies from God, and by the ſolemn 
« engagement unto duties, and to advance religion and; 
c righteouſneſs in the land; and fill places of power and, 
truſt, with men of approven integrity, and of a blame- 
« leſs and Chriſtian converſation. And being convinced 
cen jn their conſciences, that there cannot. be a more ef- 
fectual way for bearing down of malignants, and ſup- 
preſſing of profanity, iniquity and ungodlineſs, and 
rendering all the laws already made, or hereafter to be 
&© made, forcible and effectual, for the honour of God. 
the advancement of religion and righteouſneſs, the 
good of the leiges, than that all judicatories of the 
kingdom conſiſt of, and places of power and public 


„ truſt be filled with able and honeſt men. Do therefore 


ſtatute and ordain, That no perſon: that is malignant 
and diſaffected to the preſent work of reformation and 
covenants, and againſt whom there is juſt cauſe of 
exception, or juſt ground of jealouſy, becauſe of-their, 
diſalfection: nor any perſon given to drunkennels,, 
ſwearing, uncleanneſs, or any other ſcandalous offence, 
{hall hereafter be choſen, to be a judge or any office of 
ſtate, or magiſtrate, or counſellor in burghs, clerks, 
or deacons of crafts, or any officer of any army belong- 
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ing to this kingdom, or employed in any place of 
%, power and truſt in this kingdom, ſhall not only be 
« able men, bur alſo ſhall be men of known affection to 
« God, and approven fidelity and integrity in the cauſe / 
« of God, and of a blameleſs and Chriſtian converſation.” 
As alſo, we muſt declare for the vindication of ourſelves, 
and undeceiving of our neighbour nations ; that ſince they 
deſpiſe that union whereby we were acceptable to God, 
and glorious to the world: We proteſt and teſtify a · 
gainſt any other union (not founded on that baſis) with 
them. And to inform them, that it is our fears, that 
their aiming at any other union, will be but a confederacy 
againſt God, and bring ruin upon us all. And we muſt, 
for our own vindication, declare, 'That howſoever mean 
and deſpicable we may be thought; yet having our an- 
cient laws upon our fide, both of church and ſtate, to 
which the nation was ſo {ſolemnly ſworn : that we muſt 
look upon ourſelves, as theſe, who are endeavouring to 
ſhew themſelves the trueſt and moſt loyal ſubjects of the na- 
tion. For, although the greateſt part of the nation ſhould 
make detection, and break the rules of government, both 
of church and ftate ; yet the ſmalleſt part adhereing there- 
to, beſt deſerves the name. And it was never found, that 
treachery to God and their country, eſcaped puniſhment, | 
and faithfulneſs Joſt its reward. © Verily there is a re- 
«© ward for the righteous. Verily he is a God that 
6 _— in the earth.” Take but a look of our for- 
mer acts of parliaments, reſcinded at Charles the Second's 
home coming, by that and theſe pretended parliaments 
'fince, and ye will find the covenants made the coronation 
oath, as well as the other, and them made. the oath of 
allegiance too, obliging king and people to each other, 
and both to God, by a more ſacred and ſolemn tie than 
41% illimited oath, without reſerve, can do. See Act 
15. parl. 2d Charles II. February 7th, 1649, anent ſe- 
curing the covenants, religion, and peace of the king- 
dom; wherein they do enact, ordain and declare, „ That 
before the king's majeſty who now is, or any of his 
« ſucceſſors ſhall be admitted to the exerciſe of his royal 
„ power, he ſhall, Ly and attour the foreſaid oath of 
4 coronation, aſſure and declare by his ſolemn oath un- 
| | der 
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.«« der his hand, and ſeal, his allowance of the National 
9 % Covenant, and of the Solemn League and Covenant, 
obligation to proſecute the ends thereof in his action 
ES <«< and calling: And that he ſhall for himſelf and ſue - 
4 ceſſors, conſent and agree to acts fully eſtabliſhing 


n 


„ - « Preſbyterian government, the Directory of Worſhip, 
ö 1 4 Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, as they are ap- 
, 7 <-proven by the general aſſembly of this Kirk, and par- 
„ <« haments'of this kingdom, in all his majeſty's domi- 
1 by “ njons.” And Act F. parliament ſecond, Charles Firſt, 
t concerning the covenant, June 11th, 1640. “ Wherein 
7 = < they ordain and command the Confeſſion of Faith and 
„ ( Covenant to be ſubſerived by all his majeſtyꝰs ſubjects, 
1 |= < of all ranks, degrees and qualities whatſocyer, under 
. & < allcivil pains, &c. And alſo ordains the ſamen cove- 
> g nant to be preſented at the entry of every parliament, 
t and before they proceed to any other act, that the 
1 « ſamen be publicly read and {worn by the whole mem- 
i e bers of parhament claiming voice therein, otherways the 
d « refuſers to ſubſerive and ſwear the ſamen ſhall have no 
1 « place nor voice in parliament. And ſicklike, ordains 
6 « all judges, magiſtrates, or other officers of whatſoever 
t &« place, rank or quality, and miniſters at their entry, to 
I « {wear and ſubſcrive the ſamen Covenant 

N Which acts, if they had been kept, as they were ma- 
t terially ſworn to, would have kept places of power-ant 
- truſt, both high and low, civil, ' ecclefiaſtic and military, 
8 from being filled with perſons of corrupt principles and 
8 practices (as they too long have been) and have ſupplied 
n them with theſe, according to the ſtandard of God's 
f word: whereby religion, liberty and property, would 
„ have been preſerved entire at home; and we would have 
n been kept from any unlawful Antichriſtian confederaeies 
2 abroad, the ſhame of our once (otherwiſe) covenanted 
< nation, and as by that breach our ſtate hath been de- 
5 bauched of a long time; ſo our church hath not wanted 
t its ſhare, by being ſupplied by the ordinances of men. 
is with men of corrupt principles of a lng time, and yet 
al continves ſadly to be ſo, to our great grief and fpiritual 
To detriment and loſs to the whole nation; for they being 
1 miniſters of men, and illimitedly ſcorn to men, caanet . 
er 29 i have 
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ters and magiſtrates, ayd refuſes to own or concur in 
any thing we know will ſtrengthen and encourage them, 
as in paying them tiends, taxes or impoſitious, in their 
ſeveral places and ſtations, while ſuffering Chriſt's crown 
and privileges to be ſo enhanced, and ſo choping aud 
dan pus his ordinances formerly, and now, the order, 
as 1 

(Mal. ii. 8. But ye are departed out of the way: ye 
e have cauſed many to ſtumble at the law: ye have cor- 
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have ground of expectation from God to profit the people, 
having acted ſo far contrary to the word of God, Jer. 
'&xii1. 22. Rom. vi. 16. and to their ſworn principles, 
which they are now aſhamed of, inſtead of glorying in. 
Ahl how-lamentable is this, that miniſters ſhould be with 
the firſt, and exemplary in prompting one another, and 
involving the land deeper in defection. Therefore we 


3 and declare againſt all ſuch unfaithfulneſs in mini- 


they were arbitrary, contrary both to ſcripture, 


e rupted the covenant of Levi, ſaith the Lord of hoſts.“ 
Iſa. xxiv. 5. The earth alſo is defiled under the inha- 


ee bitants thereof: becauſe they have tranſgreſſed the 


.* laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlaſting 
e covenant.” Col. i. 18. And he is the head of the 


.< body, the church: who is the beginning, the firſt - 


+ born from the dead; that in all things he might have 
es the pre eminence.“ Eph. i. 22. And hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over 


all things to the church.” ) and our former noble conſti. 
tutions of faithful parliaments and aſſemblies, all which has 
been owned and countenanced of God in our purer times, 
and witneſſed and teſtified for both on ſcaffolds, and 1n fields 
at home; in ſeas and plantations abroad, and by our fore- 
_ ſaid declarations which we here count ourſelves obliged to 


own, being by covenant, engaged thereto. But that we 


be not miſtaken, We hereby declare our hearty invitation 
to our covenanted brethren, of all ranks, both in this 
land, and our neighbouring covenanted kingdoms, to a- 
bandon their former and preſent courſes, of defection, (we 


not being willing or defirous to rake further in theſe 
aihes, wilhing rather that the fire were extinguiſhed, and 
the juſt ground of our exceptions removed) that they 
would put to their helping hand to the work of God, his 


cauſe 


— 
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„ = cauſe and covenants, that is now trampled upon, and bu- 
| ried by great and ſmall, miniſters and others. We exhort, a 

and beſeech them, in the bowels of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 7 
that now, after the laſs of the opportunity of ſo many 1 
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1 * years, they would, in their places and ſtations, not to be 4 
J * {lack handed in giving a teſtimony for Chrift faithfully, . 
e againſt all uſurpations upon our Lord's crown- rights, 
and encroachments upon his church's. privileges, both of 
> old, and of late. And likewiſe that they diſown the 
reception of any ſuch, whoſe principles and practices are 
repugnant to the covenanted principles of the church of 
Scotland and vows to the Moſt High God. And remem- 
ber you are bound in covenants, to the utmoſt of your 
ower, with your lives, lands, and eftates, to maintain 
and defend the whole covenanted work of reformation, 
againſt all whatſomever. _ 
Ought ye not then to endeavour to repair the houſe. 
of the Lord, that lies ſo long deſolate ? Let it be ſeen 
that ye ſtate yourſelves rightly, and your former debat- 
ings for your own ends and intereits be laid aſide, and 
that it is only for the Lord's intereſt, and not your own 
ye are 1 for: otherwiſe if ye will not, after all this, 
appear for Chriſt and his cauſe, we cannot look upon you 
as friends, but foes, notwithſtanding of your flattering, 
fairding pretences. Only we deſire to exoner our con- 
ſciences, to put you yet in mind of what you may, and 
ought to know you are engaged to, if fo be the Lord 
would ſtir up or awaken any in his mercy before judg - 
ment come on altogether: Among the many warnings 
you have gotten, both by the Lord's diſpenſations, and 
by the teſtimonies that have been given by the faithful 
witneſſes of old and late, in thir declining times, as they 
are to be ſeen by any who are deſirous to el for them; 
both by martyrs and faithful contenders, as theſe con- 
tained in our Informatory Vindication and Teſtimony 
againſt the Toleration, given in by Mr James Renwick, 
January 17. 1688. all which teſtimonies we own and ap- 
prove of. And likewiſe we declare our cloſe and firm 
adherence to the whole of our covenanted reformation: 
For we love the laws of our Father, and the ordinances | 
of our mother, the once famous church of Scotland. This i 
D 2 | e d 
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we thought fit to declare in this eee for the vindica- 
tion of truth, and exoneration of our conſciences, and to 
teſtify to all parties where we ſtand; and reſolves ane 
the: Lord 's grace) to-foot our ſtand. 


e in order to the publication hereof, we ap- 
point and ordain, that ye our emiſſaries, paſs, upon the 
21ſt of May, 1703 years, unto the market-croſs of San - 
quhair, and there, by open proclamation, make intimation 
of this our Declaration, leaving copies of the ſame affixed 
upon the foreſaid market-croſs, and other patent places 
of the kingdom necelfary. Given at May 


21ſt, 1705. <> 5 a 


* king Je E sus reign, and let al his enemies 
be ſcattered, : 
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PROTES TATION and T ESTIMONY 


Of the United Societies of the witneſſing Remnant of the 
Anti- Popiſh, Anti- Prelatic, Anti-Eraſtian, Anti- Sec- 
tarian, true Preſbyterian church of Chriſt in Scotland, 

. againſt the finful Incorporating Union with England, 
and their Britiſh parliament, concluded and ęſtabliſped, 

May, 1707. „ e Fo 


Pabliſhed at Sanquhair the zd of October, 1707, 


T will, no doubt, be reputed by many very unfeaſon- 
able to proteſt at this time, againſt this union, now 
ſo far advanced by their law eſtabliſhed ; but the conſi- 
deration of the ſuperabundant, palpable and eminent firs, 
hazards, and deſtructions to religion, laws, and liberties 
that are in it, and natively attend it, is ſuch a preſſing 
motive, that we can do no lefs, for the exoneration of our 
conſciences in ſhewing our diſlike of the ſame, before the 
ſitting down of the Britiſh parliament, leſt our ſilence 
ſhould be altogether interpreted, either a direct or indi- 
of or ſuccumbing to the ſame. And though, 
having abundantly and plainly declared our principles . 
merly, and particularly in our laſt Declaration, May 21. 
1703, againſt the then intended union; and waiting for 
more plain diſcovery of diſaffection with, and oppolition. 


_ unto this abominable courſe, by theſe of better capacity, 


yet being herein ſo far diſappointed in our expectations, 
of ſuch honourable and commendable appearances, for the 


laudable laws, and ancient conſtitutions of this kingdom, 


both as to ſacred and civil concerns, all theſe appearances, 
whether by addreſſes or proteſtations being ſo far lame 
and defective as that the reſolutions and purpoſes of ſuch 
have never been fairly and freely remonſtrate to the con- 


trivers, promoters and eſtabliſhers. of this Union: The 
eonſideration of which, and the lamentable caſe, and con- 


dition the land already is, and may be in, by reaſon of 
* l | 9 3 ? the 
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the ſame, hath moved us, after the example and in imita- 
tian of the cloud of witneſſes who have gone before us, 
to proteſt againſt the ſame, as being contrary to the word 
of God, Lev. xxv. 23. 2 Chron. xx. g5, 36. and repug- 
nant to our former union with England, in the terms of 
the Solemn League and Covenant, L 
And whereas it hath been the good will and pleaſure 
of Almighty God, to grant unto this nation a glorious 
dend bleſſed reformation of the true Chriſtian religion, from 

the errors idolatry, and ſuperſtition of Popery and Prelacy, 
and there withal to bleſs us, with the power and purity 
of heavenly doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government 
in the church of God, ' according” to his will revealed in 
the holy ſcriptures, and to let us have all this accompa- 
nied and attended with many great and ſingular bleſſings, 
in the converſion and comfort of many thouſands, and in 
reforming and purging the land from that groſs igno- 
re nee, rudeneſs and barbarity, that once prevailed among 
us. Wherefore our zealous and worthy forefathers being 
convinced of the benefit and excellency of {uch incompar- 
able and navaluable mercies, thought it their duty, not 
only by all means to endeavour -the preſervation of theſe, 
but alſo to tranſmit to poſterity a fair depoſitum and copy 
in purity and integrity, and as a fit expedient and mean 
to accompliſh and perfect the ſame, they entered into the 
National Covenant, (uo rank nor degree of perſons, from 


the higheſt to the loweſt excepted) wherein they bound 


themſelves to defend the reformation of religion in every 
part and point of the ſame, with their lives and fortunes 
to the outmoſt of their power, as may be ſeen in the Na- 
tional Covenat of this church and kingdom, which was 
Ae times ſolemnly ſworn. 
Iukeas the Lord was ſo pleaſed to bleſs our land, and 
to beantity it with his preſence, that our neighbour na- 
tions of England and Ireland, who beheld this, and were 
groaning under, and likewiſe aiming at the removal and 
aboliſhing of Popery and Prelacy, bad fought and obtain- 
ed aſſiſtance from this nation to help them in their endea- 
vours for that end, and had been owned of God with ſuc- 
cls, they likewiſe thought it fit to enter into a moſt So- 


lemn 


g 1 
lema League and Covenant with this church and kingdom 
for reformation and defence of religion, wherein, with their 
hands lifted up to the moſt high God, they do bind and 
oblige themſelves to maintain preſerve, and defend, hat 
ever meaſure and degree of reformation they had attained 
unto, and mutually to concur, each with another, with 
their lives and fortunes in their ſeveral places and callings, 
in oppoſition to all the enemies of the ſame, as may be 
ſeen at large in the Solemn League and Covenant. By. 
means of which, theſe nations became (as it were) dedi- 
cated and devoted to God in a peculiar and ſingular. man · 
ner, above all other people in the world, and that by an 
indiſſolvable and indiſpenſible obligation to perform, ob- 
ſerve and fulfil the duties ſworn to, and contained there - 
in, from which no power on earth can abſolve us. And 
ſo to proſecute and carry on the ends of the ſame, and to 
evidence our firm adherence to it, with the outmoſt of 
our endeavours, in oppoſition to every thing contradictory 
or contrary unto, or excluſive of theſe our ſacred vows. 
We have from time to time for theſe ſeveral years bypaſt 
emitted and publiſked ſeveral declarations and public teſti- 
monies againit the breaches of the ſame, as is evident not 
only from our Declarations of late, but alſo from all the 
wreſtlings and contendings of the faithful in former times, 
all which we here adhere to, approve of, and homolo - 
gate, as they are founded upon the word of God, and are 
agreeable thereto. . 5 „ 
And in this juncture to perpetuate and tranſmit to poſ- 
terity, the teſtimony of this church, and to acquit our - 
ſelves as faithful to God, and zealous for the concerns of 
religion, and-every thing that's dear to us as men and 
Chriſtians, We here teſtify and proteſt againſt the promp- 
ters to, promoters or eſtabliſners of, and againſt every 
thing that hath tended to the promoting, advaneing, cor- 
roborating, or by law eftabliſhing ſuch. a wicked and 
ruining Union; and hereby we alſo declare againſt the 
validity of the proceedings of the late parliament with, 
reference to the carrying on and eſtabliſhing the ſaid, 
Union; and that their acts ſhall not be looked upon as 
obligatory to us, nor ought to be hy poſterity, nor any 
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way prejudicial to the cauſe of God, and the covenanted 
work of reformation in this church, nor to the being, li- 
berty and freedom of Parliaments; according to the das- 
able and ancient practique of this kingdom, the which we 
do not only for ourſelves, but alſo in the name of all ſuch, 
as ſhall join or concur with us in this our proteſtation, 
and therefore we proteſt. 3 PPE pre? 

In regard, that the ſaid Union, is a viſible and plain 
ſubverſion of the fundamental ancient conſtitutions, laws 
and liberties of this kingdom, which we, as a free people, 
have enjoyed for the ſpace of about two thouſand years, 
without ever being fully conquered, and we have had 
fingular and remarkable ſteps of providence preventing 
dur utter ſinking, and preſerving us from ſuch a deluge, 
and 'overthrow, which ſome other nations more mighty 
and opulent than we, have felt, and whoſe memory is 
much extin& ; while by this Incorporating Union with 
England in their finful terms, this nation is debaſed and 
enſlaved, its ancient independency loſt and gone, the 
parliamentary power diſſolved, which was the very 
ftrength, bulwark and baſis of all liberties and privileges 
of perſons of all ranks, of all manner of courts and judi- 
catories, corporations and ſocieties within this kingdom, 


all which, now, muſt be at the diſpoſal and diſcretion of the 


Britiſh parliament, (to which, by this Union, this nation 
mult be brought to full ſubjection) and further the num- 
ber of peers, who have many times ventured their lives: 
for the intereſt of their country, having reputation and 
ſucceſs at home and were famous and formidable abroad: 
and the number of barons and burrows famous for ſome 
time, for courage and zeal for the intereſt of their coun- 
try (and more eſpecially in our reforming times) all 
theſe, reduced to ſuch an infignificant and ſmall number 
in the Britiſh parliament, we Tay, (as 18 alſo evident from 
the many proteſtations given in to the late parliament 
againſt this Union) how far it is contrary to the honour, 
intereſt, fundamental laws, and conſtitutions of this king - 
dom, and palpable ſurrender of the ſovereignty, rights 
and privileges of the nation ; and how by this ſurrender 
of parliament and ſovereignty the people are deprived and 
denuded of all ſecurity, as to any thing that's agreed - 
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by this Union, and all that's dear to them, is daily in 
danger, to be encroached upon, altered or ſubverted hy 
the {aid Britiſh parliament, managed entirely by the En- 
gliſh, who ſeldom have conſulted our welfare, but rather 
have ſought opportunity to injure us, and are now put 
in a greater capacity with more eaſe to act to our preju- 
dice; and poor people to be made liable to taxes, leyies 
and unſupportable burdens, and many other imminent. 
hazards and impoſitions, all which we here proteſt a- 

ainſt. * 8 | . 2 1 
K As alſo that which 3s little conſidered (the moſt la- 
mentable) how the fundamental conſtitutions ſhould be 
altered, ſubverted, and overturned, not only, renitente & 

* reclamante populo, but alſo by ſuch men, who if the righ- 

teous and ſtanding laws of the nation were put in execu- 

tion, and 5 of having any vote or ſuffrage in any 

Neue ſeeing the Covenants National and Solemn 
eague which had the aſſent and concurrence of the three 

eſtates of parliament, and the ſanction of the civil law, 
cordially and harmoniouſly aſſenting to, complying with, 
and corroborating the acts and canons of eccleſiaſtic courts 
in favour of 8 covenants, whereby they became the 
foundation whence any had right to reign or govern in 
this land, and alſo became the Poundation, limitation, and 
conſtitution of the government and ſucceſſion to the crown 
of this realm, and the qualification of all NE ſu- 
preme and ſubordinate, and of all officers in church, ſtate 
or army, and likewiſe the ground and condition of the 
peoples obedience and ſubjection, as may be ſeen in the - 
acts, laws, and practice of theſe times : Witneſs the ad- 

miſſion of Charles II. to the government, anno 16571. 

From all which it is evident, how blind ſuch men have 

been, who not -only have enſlaved the nation, but have 

rendered themſelves infamous by ſuch an open and mani- 

felt violation of theſe ſolemn and ſacred vows to the Moſt” 

High God, to the obligation of which they as well as the 
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+ relt of the land, are indiſpenſibly bound. BEE ON! 
* But ah! when we mention theſe coyenants, how noto- 
7 rieus and palpable is the breach thereof, and indignit7 


4 done to theſe ſolemn vows by this ſinful Union, by means 
N - ONE whereot 


3 (46) HA 
whereof they come to be buried in perpetual oblivion, and 


all means for proſecuting their ends are fo blocked up by 
this incorporating Union with England, as that whatever 
is, or may be done or acted contrary thereunto, or in pre- 


judice thereof, by any of the enemies of the fame, cannot 
be remeaded in a due and impartial exercife of 'church 
diſcipline, and execution of the laws of the land againſt 


ſuch tranſgreſſors. And if we would open our eyes and 


confider a little with reference to our National Covenant, 


we may clearly ſee that this incorporating union is di- 
rectly contrary to that particular oath and vow made to 


God by us in this kingdom, which we are obliged to ful- 


fil and perform in a national ſtate and capacity, as we are a 
particular nation by ourſelves, diſtinct in the conſtitution 
of our government and laws from theſe of England, and 
from all others: But now, when we ceaſe to be a parti- 
cular. nation, we being no way diſtin from that of Eng- 
land, (which is the very genuine and inevitable effect of 
the union) how then can we keep our national vows to 


God, when we ſhall not be a particular nation, but only 
(by means of this Incorporating Union) made a part of 
another nation, whoſe government is managed, as is very 


well known, in many things directly contrary to what is 
contained in the National Covenant of this land ; though 
we have charity to believe, there ſhall multitudes be found 
ant and acknowledge themſelves 
bound to the obſervation of that oath by an indiſpenſible 


in the land who will 


tie, which no power on earth can diſſolve. 

And what a-palpable breach is this wicked union of 
our Solemn League and Covenant, which was made and 
ſworn with onlified hands fo the Moſt High God, for 
purging and reforming his houſe in theſe three nations 
rom error, hereſy, ſuperſtition and profanenefs, and what- 
ever is contrary to ſound and pure doctrine, worſhip, diſ- 


cipline, and government in the ſame : And ſo it involves 


this nation in moſt fearful perjury before God, being con- 


trary to the very firſt article of our covenant, wherein we 
ſwear to contribute our outmoſt endeavours in ſeveral | 


places and callings to reform England in doctrine, wor- 
ſhip, diſcipline, and government; but by this Union both 
| 5 | we 
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we and they are bound up for ever from all endeavours 


and attempts of this nature, and have put ourſelves out of 


a capacity to give any help or aſſiſtance that way ; but 


on the contrary they come to be hardened in their refor- 


mation, impious and ſuperſtitious courſes. And how far 
contrary to the ſecond article, where we ſolemnly abjure 
Prelacy for ever, when by this Union, Prelacy comes for 
ever to be eſtabliſhed and ſettled on the ſureſt and ſtrong- 
eſt foundation imaginable, as is evident from the ratifica- 
tion of the articles in the Engliſh parliament, with the 


exemplification of the ſame in the Scots parliament, where 


the Prelatic government in England is made a fundamen- 


tal article of the Union: So is it alſo impoſſible for us to 


fulfil the other part of that article, where we forſwear 


ſchiſm, which a legal toleration of errors will infer and fix 


among us, as the native reſult and inevitable conſequence 
of this Union; and how far this is contrary to the word 


of God, Deut. xiii. 6, to the 12. Rev. ii. 15. and to our 


covenants, any couſidering perſon. may diſcern. As to 
the third article any may ſee how far it is impoſſible for 
us to preſerve the rights, liberties, and privileges of par- 
liament and kingdom, when diveſted both of our parlia- 
ments and liberties in a diſtinct national way, or yet ac- 
cording to the ſame article, where we are obliged to 


maintain and defend the king, his majeſty's perſon and 


* 


government, in defence of the true religion, how can it 
be ſuppoſed, that we can anſwer our obligation to this 
part of the covenant, when a corrupt religion is eſtabliſhe 
ed, as is by this Union already done, when Prelatic go- 
verament is made a fundamental thereof. And it is a 
clear breach. of the forth article of the Solemn League 
and Covenant, where “we {wear to oppole all malignants 
„ and hinderers of reformation and religion,” and yet by 
this Union, the Prelates, who themſelves are the very 
malignants and enemies to all further reformation in reli- 
gion are hereby ſettled and ſecured in all their places of 
power and dignity, without the leaſt appearance or ground 
of expectation of any alteration for ever. 

How offenſive and diſpleaſing unto God this accurled 
Union is, may be further evident, by its involving _ 

| | an 


LE INT 8 
Jond in a ſinful conjunction and aſſociation with Prelates, 
malignants, and many other enemies to God and godlineſs, 
and ſtated adverſaries to our reformation of religion, and 
ſworn to principles in our Covenants National and Solemn 
League: And particularly as this Union, embodies and 
unites us in this land in the ſtricteſt conjunction and aſ- 
ſociation with England, a land ſo deeply already involved 
in the breach of covenant, and peſtered with ſo many ſec- 
taries, errors and abominable practices, and joins us in 
iſſue and intereſt with theſe that are tolerators, maintainers, 
and defenders of theſe errors, which the word of God 
prohibites, 2 Cor. xix. 2. Ia. viii. 12, &c. And our 
facred Covenants plainly and expreſly abjures. And fur- 
ther, how far and deeply it, engages this land in a confe- 
deracy and affociation with God's enemies at home and 
abroad in their expeditions and councils : A courſe fo of- 
ten prohibited by God in his word, and viſibly ns. in 
many remarkable inftances of providence, as may be ſeen 
both in ſacred and hiſtorical records, and the unlawfulneſs 
thereof, on juſt and ſcriptural grounds, demonſtrate by 
famous divines, even of our own church and nation, and 
ſet down as a cauſe of God's wrath againſt this church 
and kingdom. And how deteſtable muft ſuch an Union 
be, E native tendency leads to wear off, from the diſ- 
ſenting party in England, all ſight, ſenſe, conſideration 
and belief of the indiſpenſibility of the Solemn League, 
and hardening enemies in their oppoſition to it, and theſe 
of all ranks in the habitual breach of it. Vea alſo, how 
amefully it leads to the obliterating and extinguiſhing 
all the acts of parliaments and aſſemblies made in favours 
of theſe covenants and reformation, eſpecially between 
1638 and 1649 incluſive. And not only ſo, but to a 
trampling on all the blood of martyrs during the late ty- 
rannical reigns, and a plain burying of all the teſtimonies 
of the ſnffering and contending party in this land, in their 
firm, faithful and conſtant adherence to the covenanted 
work of reformation, and their declarations, proteſtations, 
and wreſtlings againſt all the indignities done unto, and 
uſurpations made upon the royal crown and 9 | 
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of the Mediator, and all the privileges and intrinſic rights 


of this church. We ſay, not only buryi N theſe in per- L 
petual oblivion by this capeſtone of the land's fins and 
deſections, but alſo oppoting and condemaing theſe as 


matters of the leaſt concern and trivial, as not being wor- 


thy of the contending and ſuffering for, whereby theſe 
who ventured their lives, and their all, may be reputed to 
have died ag fools, and ſuffered juſtly. | 
We cannot here omit alſo to declare and teſtify againſt - 
the conſtitution of the Britiſh parliament, not only upon 
the conſideration of the foreſaid grounds and reaſons, but 
alſo, upon the account of the ſinful mixture and unlaw- 
ful admiſſion of bithops and churchmen, to have a ſhare 


in the legiflative power, or in place of civil courts or af- 


fairs, and there to act or vote forenſically in civil matters, 


a thing expreſly forbidden and diſcharged by Chriſt, the 
only head and Lord of his own houſe; whoſe kingdom, 
as Mediator, is not of this world, but purely ſpiritual; 
and ſo the officers in his houſe muſt be ſpiritual ; ſo that 
the civil power of churchmen is a thing inconſiſtent and 
incompatible with that ſacred and ſpiritual function. Up- 
on which conſideration, how palpable a ſin will it be to 
ſubject to or accept of any oath that may be impoſed by 
the ſaid Britiſh parliament, for the maintenance and ſup- 
port of ſuch an Union, or for a wes owning and 
acknowledging the authority of the ſaid parhament ? 
And that becauſe of our ſwearing and promiting ſubjec- 


tion to the ſaid parliament, we do thereby homologate 


the foreſaid finful conftitation, and ſwear, and promiſe 
ſubjection to the biſhops of England who are a conſſder- 
able part of that parliament, and ſo we ſhall be bound 
and obliged to maintain and uphold them in their places, 
dignities, and offices, which is contrary to the word of 
God, and our Covenants, - while the very firſt Article of 


the Solemn League obliges us; To endeavour the re- 


« formation of religion in the kingdom of England in 
«© doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government according 
„to the word of God as well as in Scotland.“ And it 
is very well known, the government of biſhops is 

E: N ä not 


not according to the word of God but contrary to it, 2 
Pet. v. 3. Mat. xx. 25, 26. And likewiſe contrary to the 
ſecond Article of the Solemn League, whereby we are 
obliged to the extirpation of Prelacy, that is, church- go- 
vernment, by archbiſnops, biſhops, &c. which we will be 
obliged by ſuch an. oath to maintain and defend. And. 
beſides from the conſideration of the perſon that by the 
patrons and eſtabliſhers of this Union, and by the fecond 
Article of the Union itſelf, is nominated and deſigned to 
ſucceed. after the deceaſe of the preſent Queen Anne, in 
the government of theſe nations, to wit, the prince of 
Hanover, who have been bred and brought up in the Lu- 
theran religion, which is not only different from, but even 
in many things contrary unto that purity, in doctrine, re- 
formation and religion, we in theſe nations had attained 
unto, as is very well known. Now the admitting ſuch a 
rſon to reign over us, is not only contrary to our So- 
mn League and Covenant, but to the very word of God 
itſelf, Deut. xvii. requiring and commanding “ one from 
6 their brethren, and not a {tranger who is not a 
4 brother to be ſet over them :? 8 | 
Whereby undoubtedly is underſtood, not only ſuch 
who were of conſanguinity with the people of the land, 
but even ſuch as ſerved and worſhipped the God of Iſrael, 
and not any other, and that in the true and perfect way 
of worfhipping and ſerving hig, which he himſelf hath 
appointed, as they then did, to which this intended ſuc- 
ceſſion is quite contrary. And beſides this, he 13 to be 
\ ſolemnly engaged and ſworn to the Prelates of England, 
11118 to maintain, protect, and defend them in all their digni- 
1118 ties, dominion and revenues, to the preventing and — 1 
We ing all reformation out of theſe nations for ever | 
And upon the like and other weighty reaſons and con- 
ſiderations, (as Popiſh education, converſation, Cc.) we 
ꝓroteſt againſt, and difown the pretended prince of Wales, 
from having any juſt right to rule or govern theſe nations, 
or to be admitted to the government thereof. And 
whereas (as is reported) we are maliciouſly aſperſed by 


cheſe who profeſs themſelves of the Preſbyterian perſua- 
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D nion, eſpecially the Laodicean preachers, what unn ſhould 


he be acceflory to the advarcement of him whom they call 
re the pretended prince of Wales, to the throne of Britain: 
0 Therefore to let all con cerned be fully aſſured of the con- 
be trary, We proteſt and teſtify againſt all ſuch ſo principled, . 
nd to rule in thir lands; becauſe we look upon all ſuch to 
the be ſtanding in a ſtated oppoſition to God and our cove- 
nd nanted work of reformation. Not that we contemn, de- 
to ny, or reject civil government and governors, (as our for- 
in mer declared principles to the world make evident) but 
of are willing to maintain, own, defend, and ſubject to all 
Lu- ſuch governors as ſhall be admitted according to our 
ven covenants, and laws of the nation, and act in defence 
re · of our covenanted work of reformation, and in defence of 
ned the nation's ancient liberties and privileges, according to 
h a the laudable laws and practique of this kingdom. 
So- And further, we cannot but deteſt, abominate and ab- 
3 = thor, and likewiſe proteſt againſt the vaſt unlimitted tole- 
rom ration of error and ſectaries, which as a neceflary and 
ot a. native conſequence of this Union, will inevitably follow 
| thereupon, and which wall certainly have a bad influence 

ſuch upon all the parts, pieces, and branches of the reforma- 
and, tion, both in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government, 
rael, yea, even upon the moſt momentuous and fundamental 
way articles of the Chriſtian faith : For hereby Anabaptiſts, 
hath Eraſtians, Socinians, Arminians, Quakers, Theiſts, A- 
ſuc- theiſts and Libertines of all kinds, with many others 
o be (which abound and ſwarm in the land) will come croud- 
and, ing and thronging in among us, venting and vomiting up 
bans their damnable and helliſh tenets and errors to the deſtruc- 
clud - tion of fouls, and great diſhonour of God in many reſpects, 


and that without any check or controul by civil authority; 
con; as is evident from the preſent practice of England, as 


.) we having gotten full and free liberty for all this by means 
(ales, of this accurſed Union. How then ought not every one 
LIONS, to be afraid, when incorperating * with fuch a 
And people ſo expoſed to the fearful and tremendous judgments 
ed by of God becauſe of ſuch groſs impieties and immoralities, 
erſua- (not that our land is free of ſuch hainous wickedneſſes as 
fion, | 8 may 


(192 }) 2 
may draw down a judgment, but there theſe-evils are to 
2 degree, ) for what unparallelled, univerſal, national per- 
jury is chat land guilty of both toward God and man 
(though there were no more) by the breach of the So- 
lemn League and Covenant, that they once made with 
this nation, for the defence and reformation of religion: But 
alſo what abominable laciviouſneſs, licentiouſneſs, luxury, 
arrogancy, impiety, pride and inſolence, together with the 
vileſt of whoredoms, avowed breach of the ſabbath, and 
moſt dreadſul blaſphemies,. yea, the contempt of all that's 
ſacred and holy, . gets liberty to reign and predomine 
without check or challenge, ſo that joining with ſuch 
people cannot but expoſe us, as well ase them, to the 
Juſt judgment of God, while — in theſe ſins. 
And here we cannot paſs by the unfaithfulneſs of the 
preſent miniſters (not that we judge all of them to be 
. caſt in the balance) who at the firſt beginning of this 
-work ſeemed to be fo zealouſly ſet againſt it, and both 
in their ſpeeches, ſermons and diſcourſes, . (which was 
duty) but yet in a very little after flinched from, and 
became generally ſo dumb, filent, indifferent or ambigu- 
- ous, to the admiration of many, ſo that people knew not 
what to conſtruc. tt. 4 
But from what. cauſe or motive they were ſo influenced, 
they know -beſt themſelves: Sure their duty both to 
God and man was, to ſhew and declare, bow ſhameful, 
hurtful, and highly ſinful this courſe was ſo eircumſtan- 
tiate. And if miniſters faithfulneſs and zeal to the. con- 
. cerns of Chriſt had led them to ſuch freedom and plain- 
. neſs, as was duty in ſuch a matter, and had diſcovered 
. how contrary this Union was to the fundamental laws 
and ſworn principles, by all probability they might have 
had ſuch influence, as to ſtop ſuch an unhallowed and un- 
happy project. But it ſeems their policy hath out witted 
their piety, their ꝓleaſing of men in conniving at, if not 
complying with their deſign that was carried on, hath 
weighed more with them than the pleaſing of. God, in the 
witneſſing and teſtifying againſt it. 


But; 


ſuaded, there can 


i 
animadvert upon ſuch, as have had any hand in the con- 
triving or managing it, as being enemies both to God 


( 3) 1 
Bat to ſay no more: By the negligence of miniſters 
on the one hand, and the politics of the ſtateſmen on the 
other hand, this wicked and haughty buſineſs has been 
carried on and accompliſhed, to the provoking of God, en- 


Alaving the nation, and bringing the ſame under manifeſt 


perjury and breach of covenant. But how to evite the 
judgments pronounced againſt ſuch, we know not, but by 
returning to their firſt love, _— up ther firſt ground, 


and ſtanding to ſworn: covenants, fotemnly unto God, and 


adhering to the cauſe of God, the faithful teſtimonies of 


this church, and ſeeking back unto the old path, abandon» 
ing and ſhaking off and forſaking all theſe God-provoking 


and land ruinining eourſes: we. ſay, we know and are per- 

de no mean to retrieve us in this land, but 
by unfergned repentance and returning unto him from whom 
we bave fo deeply revolted. And among the politics of this 


| age, it could not but be reckoned the wiſdom of the nation, 


ever they get themſelves recoyered out of the ſnare, to 


and their country; which courſe, if it had been taken in 
former times, with ſuch who were enemies to religion and 


liberty, it would have deterred ſuch from being fo actise 


in this fatal ſtroke. +41 1530 * 
Upon theſe and many more weighty -confiderations, 
plain and demonſtrable evils in this complex maſs af- fin 
and miſery, all the true lovers of Zion, who deſire to be 
found faithful to God, to their vows and ſworn principles, 
and who ſeek to be found faithful in their generation and 
duty of the day: And all ſuch, who deſire, love and re- 
ipe& the honour, independency, liberty and privilege of 


their native country, eſpecially in ſuch a juncture, when 
long threatened. judgments are ſo imminent, and religion 


and liberty, as it were, in their laſt breathing, will eaſily 
ſind it to be their bound duty (as they would not con- 


-ſpire with adverſaries to religion and liberty) to ſhew no 
favour or reſpect, and give no encouragement, or aſſiſt- 
ance that may tend to the upholding or ſupporting this 


Union: but that it is their duty and concernment, (as 


well 


1 ( 54 ) 
well as ours) to teſtify and declare againſt the ſame, and 
to concur with their utmoſt endeavours to ſtop and hin- 
der the ame; and to deny their acceſſion to, connivance 
at, or compliance with any thing that may tend to the 
continuing ſuch an inſupportable yoke upon themſelves 
or their poſterity. N 
And now to draw this our Proteſtation to a conclu- 
Hon, we ſhall heartily invite, and in the bowels of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, invite all in both nations, who tender 
the glory of God, the removing the cauſes of his. wrath, 
indignation, and imminent judgments upon us; and who 
deſire the continuance of his tabernacle, goſpel ordinances, 
and gracious preſence among us, and ſeek and contend 
-*earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the ſaints ; and 


labour to follow the footſteps of theſe who through faith 

and patience inherit the promiſe ; the noble cloud of wit- 
neſſes who have before us: We fay, we heartily invite 
and intreat ſuch to conſider their ways, and come and 
join in a harmonious, zealous and faithful withſtanding 
all, and every thing that may be like a heightning, or 
capeſtone of our defections, and particularly to — wi th 


- us: 1 to our Reformation, Covenants, Confeſſion 
of Faith,” and Teſtimonies of our church, as agreeable to 
'the facred and unerring rule of faith and manners, the 
holy Scriptures) in this our Proteſtation and Teſtimony : 
And for theſe effects, we defire that this our Proteſtation 
may be a ſtanding teſtimony to preſent and ſucceeding 
ages, againſt the ſinfulneſs of this land-ruming, God- 
provoking, ſoul - deſtroying and poſterity enſlaving and 
enſnaring Union, and this ad futurum rei memoriam. 
And to evite the brand and odium of paſſing the bounds 
of our ſation, and that this our Proteſtation may be 
brought to the view of the world, we have thought fit to 
Publiſh and leave a copy of the ſame at — 2 by a 
Part of our number, having the unanimous conſent of the 
hole ſo to do. Given at x- the ad day of 
— „ I Hes 357 


1 er. 
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Jer. ii. 5. Thus ſaith the Lord, What 1 iniquity b 
« your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from 
“ me, and have walked after vanity, and are become 
% yain? Ver. 10. For paſs over the ifles of Chittim, and 
&« ſee; and ſend unto Kedar, and conſider. diligently, 
« and ſee if there be ſuch a thing. Ver. 11. Hath a 
« nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods ? 
« but my peop Fe have changed their glory, for that which 
« doth not profit. Ver. 14. Is Iſrael a ſervant? is he a 
« Ld ſlave? why is he ſpoiled? Ver. 18. And 
« now what haſt thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink 
« the waters of Sihor? or what haſt thou to do in the 
00 22 of Aſſyria, to drink the waters of the river? Ver. 

19. Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy 
6 « backſliding ſhall reprove thee: know therefore and 
e ſee, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt 
* forſaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not 
6 jn thee, ſaith the Lord God of hoſts.“ 

Deut. xix. 14. Thou ſhalt not remove thy neigh · 
« bour's land-mark, which they of old time have ſet in 
c thine inheritance hich thou ſhalt inherit, in the land 
„that the Lord thy God piveth thee to poſſeſs it.” 1 
Kings xxi. 3. And Naboth ſaid to Ahab, The Lord 
« forbid i it me,. that I ſhould give the inheritance of my 
“ fathers unto thee.” > Zech. xi, 5. And they that 


„ ſell them, ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord, for I am rich,” &c. 


Zeph. iii. 4. They have done violence to the law.” 


Hoſea vii. 8. Mag he hath mixed himſelf among 
the people.“ 
| 


Let Gop aiks) and let all his enemies be 
Kae 


THE E N D. 


ErRATA, In the laſt 5 f The Publi iſher to the Reader, 
for, be has bave, _ he has. 
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